8/23/16
Dear Parents,

The time has now come that every young ballet student dreams of-- the first pair of pointe shoes.  This is a very exciting rite of passage, but one that cannot be taken lightly.

We have reviewed information concerning the choosing of pointe shoe styles and the pointe shoe fitting process in class.  It is our recommendation that your dancer begin with one of the styles of pointe shoes listed below.

· Any of the Capezio brand of pointe shoes (Pavlowa, Contempora, Plie, Tendu, Glisse, Concerto, Aerial, Chasse): This line of pointe shoes is designed for a variety of foot shapes and a variety of abilities. The dancewear professional will help your dancer to match the shoe that is best for her particular foot shape. Prices range from $100-$110 depending upon the type of shoe.
· Bloch:  An excellent shoe for highly arched feet with a moderate shank and a broad box.

                   It is ideal for large boned dancers. The Bloch shoe is approximate $100.
The pointe shoe ribbon and elastics should be wide (7/8” or 1").  These items are sometimes included in the price of the shoe but do not come attached.  We will be giving the dancers instructions on where and how to sew them on. Padding to place on the toes is a personal choice for each dancer; loose lambs wool or toe pads of the gel, lambs wool or foam type are acceptable. However, loose lamb’s wool may be difficult for beginners to navigate. Pads, depending upon the type of cushioning desired range from $10 to $25.

Prior to the first pointe lesson we have a few requests and points to make:

1. Of all of the dance shoes that your child will ever wear, pointe shoes must fit properly. 
Please call ahead to the dance wear store of your choice to make arrangements to be fitted.   Purchasing of your first pair of pointe shoes on line is STRONGLY DISCOURAGED as you need to have one-on-one personal fitting. However, padding for shoes can be purchased through discountdancesupply.com, dancewearsolutions.com or other online retailers.
2. Please DO NOT purchase the Gaynor Minden or the So Danca brand of pointe shoes. Their construction is not appropriate for the beginner pointe student and will make the transition into pointe work an even more challenging experience. 
3. Upon purchase, have your child bring the shoes to class for me to approve the fit.  DO NOT allow them to wear the shoes or to sew the ribbons and elastics on before receiving approval-- the shoes cannot be returned if they show any signs of wear or if the accessories have been sewn on.  I know that many students are very excited/anxious to get their pointe shoes ASAP, however STUDENTS THAT HAVE NO PRIOR POINTE EXPERIENCE WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO WEAR THEIR POINTE SHOES UNTIL AFTER their in-class pointe workshop/orientation on Tuesday, November 1st.
4. Dancers should not wear their pointe shoes to "play" in.   They may practice at home holding onto a chair doing the exercises as I have directed them to do in class.  This is for their safety and to make sure that the shoes are used and treated in the proper manner.

5. After each class, please encourage your dancer to allow her shoes to dry completely.  Body heat and perspiration will break down the shoe more quickly and necessitate replacement prematurely. Placing the shoes in a mesh laundry-type bag is a good way for them to air out when they are not being used.
Please do not hesitate to e-mail me if you have any other concerns or questions about the purchase of your child's pointe shoes; we are looking forward to our new adventure in the study of pointe technique!

Sincerely,
Cori Daniels
danieco@richmond.boe.k12.ga.us
Local dance wear suppliers:
	Spirit Dancewear

248 Bobby Jones Expressway

Martinez, GA  30907

(706) 855-0711

*Must call ahead for an appointment to be fitted.  They do not carry Capezio or Bloch brands.


	Tutus and Dance Shoes

3604 Verandah Drive

Augusta, GA 

(706) 305-1850

http://www.tutusanddanceshoes.com
*owned by a DFA parent.

Must call ahead for an appointment.  


We are fortunate to have a unique opportunity this year to have a large stock of brand new Capezio pointe shoes at Davidson that we will offer to students at a great savings.  Proceeds from the sales of our pointe shoes will go toward our chapter of the National Honor Society for Dance Arts.  The process for fitting pointe/distributing pointe shoes will be handled as follows:
1. All students who bring in their Point Shoe Fitting Form with a check made payable to DFA National Honor Society for Dance Arts for $50 on or before October 7th will have their name put in the lottery to determine the order in which students will be fitted.  This price includes the shoes, ribbons and elastics.  You must purchase your own padding and have it with you on the day of your fitting.  Fittings will take place during class from October 11-14.  Students who bring in their form/payment after the 7th will be fitted on a first-come first-served basis.  *We cannot guarantee that we will have shoes to fit each and every student.  If we do not have a pair of shoes to fit your child, your check will be returned to you.
2. All students (regardless of whether they purchase a pair of shoes from DFA, a local dancewear supplier, or online) must have their pointe shoes and padding by Tuesday, November 1st for our in class pointe shoe workshop/orientation.  
3. During the pointe workshop/orientation the students will be sewing the ribbons and elastic on to their shoes themselves as part of their grade.  Please do not sew your child’s shoes prior to this date.  Sewing needles, thread, and scissors will be provided for the students to use for this process.  
4. PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THE SLIP BELOW FOR A HOMEWORK GRADE OF 100 on or before October 7th (attached to payment if you are purchasing shoes from DFA). 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Child’s Name__________________________________Child’s Street Shoe Size_________


I have read over and understand the “Pointe Shoe Information and Requirements”.  

· I would like my child to be fitted at school for her pointe shoes on October 11th-14th.
· I will take my child to a qualified dance wear store to purchase her pointe shoes.

Parent Signature_________________________________________Date___________________
