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Welcome Letter

Hello!! My name is Ms. Jackson. I am a 2013 graduate of Spelman College with a degree
in Biology and I am currently working on my Masters degree in Science Education. The passion
of my life is ministry—sharing and preaching the Gospel. I best describe myself as a woman af-
ter God’s own heart, called for such a time as this. I love reading, writing, working out, shop-
ping, spending time with my family, and going to church.

In January of 2018 Butler High School hired me to join their Science Department —- a great
team of educators. This year, [ will be teaching Forensic Science, Human Anatomy and Physiol-
ogy and Environmental Science. I am so excited to meet you, and elated to be given the opportu-
nity to prayerfully encourage, mentor, and motivate you to achieve your dreams and be all you
can be in this world. If at anytime you need to, please contact me at jacksral@BOE.Rich-
mond.k12.ga.us. I will also hold after school tutoring sessions on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
2:40pm-4:00pm. If you need help, tutoring, have questions, etc., feel free to stop by or set up an
appointment.

Attached to this letter is a list of all rules, rituals, routines, consequences, materials, and expecta-
tions for my class. This information will also be posted on our class webpage along with all the
necessary information you need to know for Environmental Science, Anatomy and Physiology,
and Forensic Science.

Lastly, my greatest desire for you as a student is to be well prepared, not just for exams, or for
“next year,” but for the real world. I am here for you. I believe in you. I believe that you have a
God-ordained destiny for greatness and it’s my desire to help you the best way I can to be what
you were created to be in this world: a successful, positive role model.

Thank you in advance for giving me the opportunity to be a positive voice in your life. [ am truly
honored.

Sincerely,
Ms. Jackson
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Instructor Contact Information

Email: jacksrai@boe.richmond.k12.ga.us
Classroom: 133

Remind: Information given out the first week of school.

After School Hours: Tuesdays 2:40pm-4:00pm or by appointment

Students should keep all teacher-student contact professional and within the parameters of
school/county/state/federal laws regarding such communications. Any violation will result in

immediate administrative action and parent involvement. Please see the instructor for clarifica-
tion or concerns regarding this issue.

General Course Information

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Forensic science is a senior-level course rich in exploration and lab investigation which applies many disciplines of
scientific study such as biology/anatomy, chemistry, and physics to solving crimes.

Human Anatomy and Physiology is a course that will enable students to develop an understanding of the relation-
ships between the structures and functions of the human body. Students will also learn the mechanisms for maintain-
ing homeostasis within the human body. This course will involve laboratory activities, projects, dissections, textbook
material, models, diagrams, journal writings, and clinical studies.

Environmental Science is an in-depth, yearlong course that is extensively performance, lab and field based. It inte-
grates the study of many components of our environment, including the human impact on our planet. Instruction will
focus on student data collection and analysis. Some concepts are global and will involve interpretation of global data
sets from scientific sources. Chemistry, physics, mathematical, and technological concepts will be integrated
throughout the course. Environmental Science has a final exam at the end of the year (SLO exam) that will count as
a major test grade for the fourth nine weeks.

INSTRUCTIONAL PHILOSOPHY:

At Butler High School, we strive to provide a positive, challenging, safe environment that promotes the development
of motivated, respectful, life-long learners who will be well prepared to succeed in a rapidly changing society. We
also believe in the importance of the application of effective communication skills and believe that all faculty, par-
ents, and students are an active learning community. I personally believe that an education will empower my stu-
dents to become self-sufficient citizens.

COURSE OBJECTIVE:
The objective of this course is mastery of the GSE standards prescribed by the state for this course.

TEXTBOOK:

Pearson Environmental Science (media center)
Human Anatomy (media center)

Forensic Science (media center)

Teacher materials



REQUIRED CLASS MATERIALS:

2 COMPOSITION NOTEBOOKS

Notecards Highlighters

Paper Color Pencils/Markers
Pens and Pencils

Dry Erase Markers (optional)

*AVID students will need to purchase 3 hole punch spiral notebook

GRADING:

This course will include many tasks and assessments. The course will also include four countywide common as-
sessments. At the conclusion of the course all Environmental Science students are required to take the final, which
will count as a final test grade. Students are able to exempt the final if they have maintained an “A” (90 or above)
average for the course and have missed no more than 6 days from class. For this course grades will be assigned as
follows:

Class/Lab Work 60%
Homework 5%

Quizzes 10%
Tests 25%

Assessment OF and FOR Learning
Course/County Grading:

90-100 A
80-89 B
75-79 C
70-74 D
69 and Below F

Course Nine Weeks Grading Scale:

The following will be used as the grading procedure for each grading quarter. All grades will be
updated on a weekly basis using the online grading system, Infinite Campus (IC). In-class grade
updates will be provided at the instructor’s discretion. Students are responsible for keeping
track of all returned grades and assignments. If you have an issue with a grade, please speak
with your instructor directly after class or schedule a time to meet and discuss the issue.

HOMEWORK:

Homework will be given on a weekly basis. Homework assignments are designed for practice and extensions of the
learning activities in the classroom. Homework will be assigned on Mondays and due on Fridays. If all homework
is completed and turned in on time, extra credit on test will be granted. In accordance with RCSS policy, stu-
dents will have 6 days to make-up any work missed during an excused absence.

Emergency Procedure: We will practice such procedures throughout the school year. Please
be aware of your responsibilities and role in keeping our school safe. Listed below are general
instructions:

e Listen to your instructor at all times
Remain silent
Walk swiftly, yet safely in a single-file line through the halls
DO NOT congregate or wait for a friend
Take such situations seriously
Meeting Location: to the left of the football field house — you must walk all the way to
the fence and line up in a straight line. Your absence during roll call will result in a skip.



Substitute Policy: If there is an occasion where the instructor is absent from class, please fol-
low all classroom rules, policies, and procedures listed above. Your instructor will also leave a
detailed instruction list for your substitute, including your classroom assignments/activities for
the day. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns during your class period while there
is a substitute, please contact (email, call, or text) your instructor. All substitute assignments
will be graded (as they will review previous knowledge — it’ll be easy because you were engaged
during previous instruction).

EXTRA HELP: I can be reached at jacksra1@BOE.richmond.k12.ga.us or called at the school
at (706)796-4959. 1 do offer extra help for all students on Tuesdays, after school from

2:40-4:00pm. Students can come in on Tuesdays or set up an appointment with me by email.
Please email me with any questions or concerns. My planning period is during 4 period every
day (10:20am-11:10am)

GRADE RECOVERY:

Student success in this course is very important to me. Students will be offered grade recovery in
certain circumstances. Grade recovery is an additional (but not unlimited) opportunity for stu-
dents to demonstrate knowledge of a particular concept. More information will be given in ap-
plicable circumstances.

Awards and Honors:
e All students should strive for EXCELLENCE on a daily basis. Students may earn these
honors/awards:
o Student of the Month
Class Leader
Highest Course Average
Most Improved Student
Lottery Ticker System
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