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Essential Questions

• How do I manage guided reading?
• What are the important components of 

a guided reading lesson?
• How do I assess students?



gradual release
of responsibility

Read Aloud

Shared Reading

GUIDED READING

Independent 
Reading



Students gain the most when 
reading at their   instructional level                       
--at the point of need.  
Very little learning takes place 
when the material is frustrating or 
too easy.
--Vygotsky 



What is it?
 Guided Reading (ELA 

Framework)

Guided Reading with 
Emergent Readers

Other resources:  
Books, Prior 
Knowledge, and 
Internet Sites



End Product...
1-Create a poster outlining the TOP 10 Components of Guided 
Reading.

2-Draw 10 Visuals that represent Guided Reading (i.e. a picture 
of a small group, leveled text, etc.)

3-Create a live newscast about Guided Reading.  

4-Write a song/rap about Guided Reading.

5-Write a persuasive speech sharing WHY teachers should use 
Guided Reading.

6-Create a skit about Guided Reading.



Management

How do i keep from going insane?



MANAGEMENT

Needed Resources

Literacy Workstations

Organization



Needed Resources
Sticky Notes and Highlighters

Leveled Books

Browsing Boxes

Leveled Books

Lesson Plans

Manipulatives (letters, sight word cards, word 
sorts, reading phones, white boards, etc.)  



Literature Workstations
Reading

 Browsing Boxes
 Independent Reading
 Word Work (Letter-words)

 Fluency Center
 Read Around the Room
 Poetry, Newspapers, Magazines
 Text Structure, Author, Genre Studies

Writing
Prompts (pictures, objects, story-starters)

Class Yearbooks, Newsletters, Posters
Writer’s Workshop
Journals



Management

http://www.busyteacherscafe.com/literacy_centers/management.htm



Literacy Work Stations 
Management



ABC/Word Work

• =



Browsing boxes

• =



fluency centers

Passages

Letters

Phrases

PassagesPassages

Books



WORKSTATION 
WEBSITES

★ http://www.carlscorner.us - Alphabet activities

★ http://web.mac.com/inmanschools/iWeb/EssentialFridays/
Welcome.html  - Early Literacy Center Ideas

★ http://www.theschoolbell.com - Sight word activities
★ http://www.teachingheart.net/LC.htm - K-3 Centers
★ http://comsewogue.k12.ny.us/~rstewart/k2003/Teachers/Centers/

centersindex.htm - K-1 Centers
★ http://www.fcrr.org/Curriculum/studentCenterActivities.htm - K-5 

center activities for the phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, 
vocabulary, and comprehension

★ http://www.suelebeau.com/nie.htm - Newspaper activities



Organization
Notebook or File Folders

Anecdotal Notes
Lesson Plans
Developmental Continuums/
Rubrics
Generic Questions



planning

how do i meet the needs of the varied 
levels of readers and writers?



Grouping Students



Keep in mind…

*Developmental stage of reading
*Instructional Level 
*Language-proficiency level
*Strategies they know how to use



How Often Should They Meet? 
 Teachers create Guided Reading 

schedules after considering the 
following variables:
– Reading Levels and Needs: What do the group of 

students need? 
– Size: How many students in the group?
– Frequency: How often will you meet with them?

– Time: How long will the lesson last?



For Example…
• Foundation and Emergent groups are:

• Small (3–5 students), 

• Meeting frequently (every day for struggling readers), and

• Meeting for short periods of time (10–15 minutes).

• Early Fluent and Fluent groups are:
• Larger (4-6 students),

• Meeting less frequently (3 times per week), and

• Meeting for longer periods of time (20–30 minutes).





DEVELOPMENTAL STAGES





Skill and 
Strategies



Types of Text to Use…

• Predictable
• Decodable
• Sight-Word (High Frequency)

• Authentic Literature
• Poetry 
• Short Articles

Reading A to Z



Steps in a Guided 



The Guided Reading 
Lesson

Introduce the text.

Read the text and discuss it.

Work on skills and strategies.

Extend the text.





Guided Reading is not 
about learning to read a 
specific book; it is about 

learning how to read.



We can also 
prepare 

students for 
the state 

assessment 
throughout the 

year while 
reading 

meaningful 
text!

Test Prep...



Lesson Plan Examples...



EXPERIENCING 
GUIDED READING



EXPERIENCING GUIDED 
READING

EXPLORING 
CENTERS

PLANNING A 
GUIDED 

READING 
LESSON

GUIDED 
READING WITH 

TAMARA



ASSESSMENT

How do i keep from going insane?



Assessment Practices:

Screening Tools (PAST, Letter/Sound Recognition, Concepts About Print)

Frequent progress monitoring (running records)

Ongoing Observation (checklists, anecdotal notes)

Diagnostic Tools (running records) 



ANECDOTAL NOTES



OBSERVATIONS



CHECKLISTS



   “Guided reading is an enabling and 
empowering approach where the 
focus is on the child as a long term 
learner being shown how and why 
and which strategies to select and 
employ to ensure that meaning is 
gained and maintained during 
reading and beyond.”

                                             
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ~Jan Turbill



Ultimate Goal?


 To enable children to 
become independent, 
fluent, and strategic 
readers.



Paired Verbal Fluency

• Determine A and B

• A talks for 20 seconds 

• B talks for 20 seconds 
(without repeating 
anything A has said)

• Repeat for 40 seconds

• Repeat for 60 seconds



3 - 2 - 1 Share

3 things you learned or liked

2 things you plan to implement

1 question you have or a  
 connection you made


