
1,000 words divided  
into 40 numbered lists 

Fry Word 
Lists 



Fry’s 1,000 words are widely recognized as the most 

common words found in printed materials.  These words 

are ranked according to how often they appear in print.  

Therefore, they are not necessarily in order of increasing 

difficulty.  

 

According to Fry's research, completed in 1996: 

• The first 25 words make up about 1/3 of all items 

published. 

• The first 100 words make up about 1/2 of all the words 

found in publications. 

• The first 300 words make up about 2/3 of all written 

materials. 

 

In working with the Fry Words, I found that I wanted 

sequentially numbered lists of words.  I also wanted a 

“clean” looking list presented in a font designed for 

primary students.   

 

I just finished typing these and thought other teachers 

might find them handy too.  So ~ here they are.   

 

I hope you find these word lists useful and that your year is 

off to a super start! 
 
Sincerely,  

Anne Gardner (NBCT, Literacy) 

Common Core Connection 
 
** Graphics courtesy of  My Cute Graphics. **  

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Connection
http://www.mycutegraphics.com/


List 1 
 

the 

of 

and 

a 

to 

in 

is 

you 

that 

it 
he 

was 

for 

on 

are 
as 

with 

his 

they 

I 

at 
be 

this 

have 
from 

List 2 
 

or 

one 

had 

by 

words 

but 

not 

what 

all 

were 
we 

when 

your 

can 

said 
there 

use 

an 

each 

which 

she 
do 

how 

their 

if 
 

List 3 
 

will 

up 

other 

about 

out 

many 

then  

them 

these 

so 
some 

her 

would 

make 

like 
him 

into 

time 

has 

look 

two 
more 

write 

go 
see 

List 4 
 

number 

no 

way 

could 

people 

my 

than 

first 

water 

been 
called 

who 

oil 

sit 

now 
find 

long 

down 

day 

did 

get 
come 

made 

may 

part 

Fry Words – The First Hundred 

Free for home and classroom use. Copyright © 2014 Anne Gardner (Common Core Connection) 



List 5 
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List 9 
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Fry Words – The Fifth Hundred 

List 18 
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List  21 
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List 22 
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List  25 
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List 27 
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List  29 
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List 31 
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List  32 
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List 30 
 

president 

brown 

trouble 

cool 

cloud 
lost 

sent 

symbols 

wear 

bad 

save 

experiment 

engine 

alone 

drawing 

east 
choose 

single 

touch 

information 

express 
mouth 

yard 

equal 

decimal 

Free for home and classroom use. Copyright © 2014 Anne Gardner (Common Core Connection) 



List  33 
 

supply 
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electric 
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tone 
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thick 

blood 

lie 

spot 

bell 

fun 

loud 

consider 

suggested 

thin 
position 

entered 

fruit 

tied 

rich 

dollars 

send 

sight 

chief 

Japanese 

stream 
planets 

rhythm 

eight 

science 

List  36 
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List 34 
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List  37 
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gun 

similar 

death 

score 
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List  40 
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Fry Words – The Tenth Hundred 

List 38 
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