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Technical Career Magnet School

Forensic Science Syllabus

2023 - 2024
Ms. Biley
Room 121
bileyca@boe.richmond.k12.ga.us 
“Honorable errors do not count as failures in science, but as seeds for progress in the quintessential activity of correction.”

- Stephen Jay Gould, American biologist

Assignments, projects guidelines, laboratory information and other important announcements are maintained on my pages at [http://tcm.rcboe.org]. These important parts of the class will further develop cooperative learning, laboratory practices and research skills needed for lifelong scientific inquiry.

Course Description: Forensic science is a two-semester course. This course is designed to challenge students with topics such as fingerprinting, DNA analysis, blood typing and spattering, trajectories (for ballistics as well as blood spattering) comparative anatomy, and chemical analysis of drugs, poisons, and trace evidence, and the dynamics of physics. Students will learn about the careers involved with forensic science and will play mock roles as experts in the field to solve crimes. They will learn teamwork in solving the mock crimes and have a chance to change their roles as the year progresses. The students will all be given the tools to interpret data and techniques involved for both chemical and biological analysis of evidence.

Tentative Year Outline: The activities listed below represent a proposed sequence of learning with an estimated amount of time it will take to accomplish each GPS objective.  Please understand that this sequence may need to be adjusted and/or require that some activities be omitted altogether. 
· Nature of science

· Introduction to forensic science

· Crime scene investigation

· Fingerprints and impressions

· Trace evidence 

· Drugs and toxicology

· Autopsy reports
Grading Procedures - Each student will be given a course grade according to the following:

Major grades: 40%
Minor grades: 60%

Student’s grades correspond to the following Richmond County grading system: 


A represents a score between 90-100.


B represents a score between 80-89.


C represents a score between 75-79.


D represents a score between 70-74.


F represents a score below 70.

Students are expected to invest genuine effort into each and every assignment. If the assignment is incomplete or sufficient effort has not been demonstrated, I reserve the right to return the work and have the student redo it. In such case, a phone call will be placed home informing the parents of the redo opportunity. Should the student then fail to redo the assignment in a timely manner (2 days), the initial grade will stand and will not be subject to change.
Each student will be expected to complete a major project each six week grading period which will count as a test grade. 

I am available for tutoring on Wednesdays after school.  Additional tutoring may be available on Mondays and Fridays after school, but arrangements must be made in advance.   I may also be contacted through the email listed at the top of the syllabus.
Class Materials List

· 3-ring binder 

· College-ruled notebook paper
· Pencils 

· Pens
· Highlighter 

Classroom Expectations
· You are responsible for following the guidelines for a safe laboratory experience as described in your lab safety agreement.  Any deviation from appropriate laboratory behavior may result in referral to the principal and/or exclusion from laboratory activities.
· All students that enter after the tardy bell will be marked tardy.  The tardy policy will be strictly enforced.
· Bring NOTEBOOK, PEN / PENCIL, and textbook (everyday) to class promptly every day.

· Excessive talking, especially while another person is speaking, passing notes and sleeping in class are considered rude and inappropriate, and they will NOT BE TOLERATED.

· WE ARE A BRING YOUR OWN TECHNOLOGY SCHOOL (BYOT) However, unless you are instructed to use your technology during class time, it is to remain in your backpack.  Any student that is caught using personal technology when instructed not to will be referred to the principal.
· FOOD, BEVERAGES, GUM, and SUN FLOWER SEEDS ARE NEVER ALLOWED in the classroom.  Exceptions may be discussed with the teacher for medical reasons only.
· The syllabus is subject to change.
School Policies

· School wide tutoring is available on Wednesday after school.  Additional tutoring may be available if arrangements are made ahead of time.
· The County is offering tutoring through https://www.rcboe.org/Page/60670.
· Students must follow all policies and procedures included in their student handbook.
Any severe discipline problems or infractions of RCBOE policy as stated in the Code of Student Conduct and Discipline will be referred directly to the principal.
I have read the syllabus for Forensic Science, and I understand the content and requirements for the year.  I understand that this syllabus is to be kept in the front of my notebook at all times after I and a parent or guardian sign it.  

Student signature

Date
Parent / Guardian signature

 Date

Parent contact numbers: ___________________________________________________ 
Parent email address: 








                                      

