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What Defines a Planet?

Rules have now been created. According to the International Astronomical Union (IAU),

the object must:

1. Orbit the Sun
2. Be round (so big enough for gravity to squash it into a round ball)

3. Have cleared other objects from its orbit.
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While the other planets travel around the Sun in almost perfect circles, Pluto takes an
oval-shaped path and the Sun is nowhere near its center. Pluto’s path is also much more

tilted than the nice, orderly plane in which most of the other planets orbit.
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