Sixth Grade Science
Hornsby Middle School

310 Kentucky Avenue
Augusta, GA 30901
Telephone Number: (706) 823 – 6928
Teacher: Michanda Charthern
Email: chartmi@boe.richmond.k12.ga.us 
Welcome to 6th grade science at W. S. Hornsby Middle School! My name is Mrs. Charthern and I am excited to work with you and your child throughout the year. I have 10 years of experience working in a chemistry laboratory doing some of the same experiments that we will be exploring in the classroom this year. My mission as your child’s science teacher is to help your child reach his or her full potential. Below is some important information about the curriculum, supplies, grading, and expectations.
Course Description: The middle school science course is designed to give students the necessary skills for a smooth transition from elementary physical science standards to middles school science standards.  Interactive notebooks will be used this year. All work will be put into the interactive notebook.  Information regarding INB will be given out at a later date.  
Course Outline and Pacing Guide: 
Unit 1:   Rocks and Minerals
Unit 2:   Weathering and Erosion
             Unit 3:   Inside the Earth 

Unit 4:   Water and Earth processes
Unit 5:   Weather and Climate

Unit 6:    The Universe and the solar system

Unit 7:    Human Impact

Unit 8:    Grade 7 Unit 1 Introduction

Expectations: 
1. Be prepared for physical science class. This means that you should have your interactive notebook, paper, pen / pencil, and completed assignments daily.

2. Respect yourself, respect others, and respect your school.

3. MAINTAIN an organized notebook.

4. Raise your hand and wait to be recognized before speaking or leaving your seat.

5. Be neat and clean up after yourself.


****Since this is a science lab no eating or drinking will be allowed in class, unless it is offered as a reward for following expectations.

6. Adhere to al1 policies, rules, and regulations outlined in Richmond County student handbook.

7.  Have the “I CAN DO IT” attitude!!!!!!!!!!!!

The expectation is for all students to do their part to help this school follow its mission and reach its goals.  To do so, each student must adhere to these portions of the school pledge: “I promise to obey the rules, in my class and in the school.  I respect myself and others too, I expect the best in all I do.  I am here to learn all I can, to try my best and be all I am.  I will act in such a way that I will be proud of myself.  Others will be proud of me and want to model my behavior.  I came to school to learn, and I will learn daily.”

Positive Consequences

PBIS celebrations will done weekly to celebrate good behavior throughout the school.
Negative Consequences

Here are the negative consequences when the expectations are not followed:

1st offense- warning

2nd offense- call home

3rd offense- call home/detention

4th offense- intervention student contract/parent conference with student and administration

5th offense- conference with student/parent and administration

6th offense- referral

Materials:

Pen

Pencil

2– 1 Subject composition notebook
Notebook Paper
Scissors

Colored pencils

Crayons

Textbook: Each student will be issued a textbook, and it is responsibility of that student to keep up with the book for the period in which it is issued. If the textbook is lost or damaged, the student will be charged.
School Wide Grading Guidelines: 
	Percentage Distribution
	Category
	Description

	5%
	Homework
	Counted for completion not accuracy

	10%
	Participation
	Students will be graded on participation in classwork discussion and group activities

	20%
	Classwork
	Standards-based worksheets, peer group work, practice/guided labs, notes, independent practice

	20%
	Quiz
	Announced quizzes

	20%
	Labs, Projects, Notebook
	Weekly labs will be given and laboratory write ups will be graded



	25%
	Tests
	Announced tests will be given periodically


Homework: Homework will be assigned, and it is the responsibility of the student to complete the assignment as specified by the teacher. The homework will be posted on the board for students to copy in their agenda. It is the student’s responsibility to write daily assignments and upcoming events in his or her agenda. 
Quizzes, Tests, and other Assessments: Students will have quizzes to help reinforce concepts. A variety of other assessments will be utilized to discover what the student has learned. This may be in the form of an exam, poster, timeline, PowerPoint, etc.
Laboratory Experiments (Labs): Weekly labs will be conducted. Lab sheets and reports will be completed for a grade at the completion of the experiment.

Projects: Throughout the year, projects will be assigned that may require some work outside of the class time. These are announced well in advance of the due date. A rubric will also be included for grading.

Conferences: I will be more than happy to discuss any concerns or problems that may arise. You can make a appointment with the front office.  My conferences day is Wednesday from 10:30am-11:15am
Make Up Work and Late Work: It is the student’s full responsibility to turn in work on time and to be prepared to submit work following an absence according to school policy. A student will have three days to turn in work from an excused absence. It is the student’s responsibility to check for any materials on the day he or she returns to school. If a student is absent on a day in which a lab was conducted, the student must schedule a time with the teacher to perform the laboratory experiment. In addition, late work will receive a 10 point per day deduction.
Attendance: Regular attendance is expected of all students. Remember that if you are not in class, you are considered absent, regardless of the reason, and expected to complete all assignments issued.

I look forward to a great year! Please feel free to contact me at any time throughout the year. Please sign and return the back portion of this syllabus tomorrow.
Return only the signed portion
I have read the syllabus for this year’s Physical Science class.

Student_______________________________________________  Date___________________
Parent/Guardian_______________________________________Date_____________________
