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Give it a Try!
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- start at the beginning by decribing the setting or characters.

| - start with the inciting incident (i.e. "The moment everything changed was.
- start in medias res (in the middle of things), then go back and fill things in. i

- start at the end, then jump backwards to the beginni
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Start at the Beginning by Describing the Setting or Characters

As you leared in the *Outlining Your Plot" worksheet, the beginning or set-up of your novel
needs to introduce your story. Starting a novel at the very beginning is a great way to ease
your readers in. Here's an example that begins by describing the setting, and how the
character feels there.

Natalie took one step inside her auntie’s house and knew instantly that
she would hate living there. For one thing, it smelled like cat litter and mildew.
The cailings were low, especially in the tiny kitchen. In the room upstairs, the
room she and her mother would have to share, faded pink wallpaper peeled off
the walls and one window looked out at the vacant, weed-filled lot next door.
And there was something else she couldn't quite name, some feeling she got
when she looked into the shadows of the upstairs hallway, like something was
‘waiting there just out of sight.




