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Homework Calendar Resources 
August 

Fourth Grade 

Reading: 
Fourth grade reading is filled with the incorporation of reading 

strategies and learning to use information gained through litera-

ture.  This month we will focus on using information found in nar-

ratives to relate to non-fiction resources.   

As you work with your child, listen to them read aloud daily and 

encourage the use of inflection with dialogue, fluency with known 

words, and use of new vocabulary to answer questions about the 

stories they read. 

Encourage interest in chapter books in a series.  The ability to 

identify themselves with actions performed by a character in a sto-

ry helps them build background knowledge and a deeper under-

standing of the author’s purpose in writing a particular literature 

section. 

Writing: 
Writing often gives insight to the way students are understanding lan-

guage and the use of language to communicate  knowledge.  In fourth 

grade, we will focus on how words are changed through the addition of a 

prefix or suffix, the importance of strong verbs, the appropriate use of 

common and proper nouns, and the difference in simple, compound, and 

complex sentences. 

 

With each writing task, encourage the use of correct spelling, punctua-

tion, indention of paragraphs, and  the development of details. 

 

If your child has the opportunity, encourage the use of a computer to 

find information and look up misspelled words. 

 

Helpful Website for Grammar practice: 

http://www.internet4classrooms.com/skills_4th_original.htm 

Math: 
Fourth grade students will begin the year practicing writing and recognizing 

place value through expanded notation.  Expanded notation is the term used 

when you write a number out in words. 

For Example: 

10, 345: ten thousand, three hundred, forty-five 

 

We will also continue to relate multiplication and division facts.  Your child will 

benefit from knowing multiplication and division facts with reasonable fluency.   

 

 

Helpful websites: 

http://www.ixl.com/math/grade-4 

http://www.mathblaster.com/free-

games.aspx?pid=bing&cid=fourth%20grade%20math%20online%20games 

Science/ Social Studies: 
We start our year of with a study of space travel and space related 

facts.  Students will explore planets, seasonal patterns due to rota-

tion around the sun, and the importance of gravity. 

 

In Social Studies, the year begins with a look at the importance of 

rules, consequences, and conflict/resolution.  The second topic will 

be a look at Native American cultures and the influence the land-

forms, weather, explorers, and resources had on their culture. 

 

Space resource website: 

http://kidsastronomy.com/ 

Native American resource website: 

http://ngeorgia.com/history/findex.html 
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Monday 

 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

Read a story and identify the problem 

and solution.  Write about a different way 

the character can solve the problem. 

 

If reading a chapter book, use one chap-

ter. 

Read this prompt: Write about your first 

day of fourth grade.  Include things that 

happened, your favorite part of the day, 

and a friend that you made. 

Write the following numbers in expanded 

notation: 

 

10,246, 

127,400 

4,312 

286,345 

Read this prompt: Using your writing 

passage from Tuesday, create a timeline 

to match your first day of school. 

 

Read a story and use the 5Ws (who, 

what, when, where, and why) to tell 

about the characters, settings, and plot of 

the story. 

 

If reading a chapter book, use one chap-

ter. 

Read this prompt: Pretend you are a pen-

cil.  Write about what you did today.  

Include details about how you feel and 

why. 

Write the fact family for the following 

numbers: 

 

3, 12, 36 

 

You should have two multiplication sen-

tences and two division sentences. 

Create a timeline that shows what you 

did in the summer.  Include pictures, 

dates, and sentences to describe the 

events. 

Read a story and write a different ending.  

Be sure to include all the characters and 

illustrate. 

 

 

If reading a chapter book, use one chap-

ter. 

Read these prompts: Why is it important 

to follow rules in school?  What do you 

think would happen if we did not have 

rules?  What is the most important rule in 

school and why do you think that?  Form 

a paragraph of at least seven sentences to 

answer the prompt. 

Complete the following word problem: 

 

Luke has 72 candy bars.  He wants to 

give eight friends the same amount of 

candy bars.  How many candy bars will 

each friend receive? 

 

Explain how you got your answer. 

Read this prompt: Pretend you found a 

new planet.  Name your planet and de-

scribe what it looks like, who lives there, 

and draw a picture. 

Read a story and identify at least three 

examples of cause and effect found in the 

plot. 

 

If reading a chapter book, use one chap-

ter. 

Read this prompt:  Write about space 

travel and why it is important.  Circle all 

the verbs you use.  Underline the pro-

nouns.  Make a list of the verbs in future 

tense.  Write the proper nouns that match 

the pronouns in your list. 

Solve the following problems and explain 

the strategy you use: 

 

10 x  ___ = 1000 

100  x___ = 6000 

Read this prompt:  Describe why it was 

important for Native American tribes to 

live near water.  Include details about 

food, housing, and tools 

Read a story and identify the main reason 

you think the author wrote the story and 

explain why.  Develop a new title that 

matches the reason you choose. 

 

If reading a chapter book, use one chap-

ter. 

Read this prompt: How are you like an 

explorer?  Circle all the common nouns 

and underline all the proper nouns you 

use in your writing.  Put a square around 

sentences you think are compound sen-

tences. 

Solve the following problems and explain 

the strategy you use: 

 

20 x  ___ = 500 

50 x  5 = _____ 

 

 

 

 

Help your child draw a Venn Diagram. 

 

 

 

 

Compare and contrast the Moon and the 

Earth. 
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Homework Calendar Resources 
September 

Fourth Grade 

Reading: 
The Reading focus this month will be based on a look at non-

fiction text and how to relate facts to people, books, and the world.  

Students will begin to use and evaluate figurative language.   

As you work with your child, listen to them read aloud daily and 

encourage the use of inflection with dialogue, fluency with known 

words, and use of new vocabulary to answer questions about the 

stories they read. 

Encourage interest in chapter books in a series.  The ability to 

identify themselves with actions performed by a character in a sto-

ry helps them build background knowledge and a deeper under-

standing of the author’s purpose in writing a particular literature 

section. 

Writing: 
Writing tasks will continue to incorporate the skills introduced last 

month.  The students will continue to add more descriptive  adjectives, 

strong verbs, and incorporate  point of view.  We will also begin to incor-

porate the use of figurative language to make writing more “vivid”. 

 

 

With each writing task, encourage the use of correct spelling, punctua-

tion, indention of paragraphs, and  the development of details. 

 

If your child has the opportunity, encourage the use of a computer to 

find information and look up misspelled words. 

 

Helpful Website for Grammar practice: 

http://www.internet4classrooms.com/skills_4th_original.htm 

Math: 

In math we will continue to look at parts of numbers incorporating mul-

tiplication and division and begin fractions. 

 

 

We will also continue to relate multiplication and division facts.  Your 

child will benefit from knowing multiplication and division facts with 

reasonable fluency.   

 

 

Helpful websites: 

http://www.ixl.com/math/grade-4 

http://www.mathblaster.com/free-

games.aspx?pid=bing&cid=fourth%20grade%20math%20online%20ga

mes 

Science/ Social Studies: 
In Science we will begin to look at ecosystems and how they are 

effected by pollution, weather changes, and environmental chang-

es. 

 

In Social Studies,  we will continue to look at the Native American 

cultures that lived in Georgia as well as the beginning of the for-

mation of the colonies. 

 

Ecosystem resource website: 

http://www.kidsgeo.com/geography-for-kids/0164-ecosystems.php 

Explorer resource website: 

http://americanhistory.mrdonn.org/explorers.html 

Colonial American resource website: 

http://www.kidinfo.com/american_history/colonization_colonial_li

fe.html 
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Monday 

 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

Read a story and discuss what made the 

story enjoyable.  Support your opinion 

with facts from the text. 

 

If reading a chapter book, use one chap-

ter. 

Read this prompt: Pretend you live on 

another planet in our solar system.  Using 

facts, write about what the planet looks 

and feels like. 

Write the following numbers in number 

sentences with a greater than, less than, 

or equal to symbol. Explain your answers 

with math language. 

1. 437, 894 

2. 566, 656 

3. 378, 326 

4. 720, 729 

Read this prompt: Compare Native 

American life to your own life using a 

Venn Diagram. 

Read a story and write about things you 

read that reminded you of events that 

have happened around the world.  Sup-

port your opinion with text examples. 

 

If reading a chapter book, use one chap-

ter. 

Read this prompt: Pretend you are going 

to build a house on the moon.  Using 

facts, describe how you would build your 

house using transition words (first, sec-

ond, then, finally, etc.). 

Write the following numbers in number 

sentences with a greater than, less than, 

or equal to symbol. Explain your answers 

with math language. 

1. 230, 330 

2. 199, 190 

3. 567, 765 

4. 400, four hundred, zero tens, zero 

ones 

Draw a map that would help a person 

find your school from your house.  In-

clude a map key. 

 

Read a story and write a short poem 

about the character and the character’s 

traits 

 

If reading a chapter book, use one chap-

ter. 

Read this prompt:  You are a plant grow-

ing in an environment that the explorers 

of America are starting to settle in.  How 

do you need to change to survive?  What 

could happen to you?  

Draw an array for the following multipli-

cation facts. 

3 x 9 

4 x 5 

6 x 7 

2 x 10 

Pretend your are with one of the explores 

that discovered and explored America.  

Write what you saw as you traveled 

through Georgia. 

Read a story and find at least 2 examples 

of figurative language (similes and meta-

phors) and illustrate. 

 

If reading a chapter book, use one chap-

ter. 

Read this prompt:  Pretend you are an 

explorer.  Document what you see, feel, 

taste, and hear as you travel through a 

new area you landed on in America. 

Draw and represent the fractions that 

matches the following statement: 

Deana ate 2 pieces of cake and Les ate 3.  

There are 15 pieces in all. 

In your opinion, who was the best explor-

er and why? 

 

 

Read a story and find at least 10 adjec-

tives.  Write a synonym for each adjec-

tive you list. 

 

If reading a chapter book, use one chap-

ter. 

 

 

Read this prompt: Pretend you live in the 

Creek Indian village with your family 

and an explorer visits your village.  De-

scribe what the visit is like and how you 

feel. 

 

 

Draw and represent the fractions that 

matches the following statement: 

Susan ate nine apples and Matthew ate 

eight apples.  There were 30 apples in the 

basket. 

 

 

Compare and contrast a Native American 

to an Explorer using a Venn Diagram. 

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoQ6zAURQF0gAMbeJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dgreater%2Bthan%2Bless%2Bthan%26fr%3Dyfp-t-701-1%26fr2%3Dpiv-web%26tab%3Do
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoQ4qAkRQPRUABzyJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dmultiplication%2Barrays%26n%3D30%26ei%3Dutf-8%26y%3DSearch%26fr%3Dyfp-t-7
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoQ55AkRQGCMAHECJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dfractions%26n%3D30%26ei%3Dutf-8%26y%3DSearch%26fr%3Dyfp-t-701-1%26tab%3Do
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Homework Calendar Resources 
October 

Fourth Grade 

Reading: 
An important strategy for children to use while reading is infer-

encing.  In kindergarten, students begin to predict with story ele-

ments.  In second through fifth grade predicting becomes inferenc-

ing to gain information.  Inference is the ability for a student to 

gain implicit information from characters, setting, and plot from 

context or pictures.  The reading tasks this month will encourage 

the use of  inferencing strategies to gain meaning from text. 

Encourage interest in chapter books in a series.  The ability to 

identify themselves with actions performed by a character in a sto-

ry helps them build background knowledge and a deeper under-

standing of the author’s purpose in writing a particular literature 

section. 

Writing: 
The writing tasks this month will focus on developing an opinion 

and supporting that opinion with facts and/or details.  This type of 

writing is often referred to as persuasive writing. 

With each writing task, encourage the use of correct spelling, 

punctuation, indention of paragraphs, and  the development of de-

tails.   
 

With each writing task, encourage the use of correct spelling, punctua-

tion, indention of paragraphs, and  the development of details. 

 

If your child has the opportunity, encourage the use of a computer to 

find information and look up misspelled words. 

 

Helpful Website for Grammar practice: 

http://www.internet4classrooms.com/skills_4th_original.htm 

Math: 

 

We will continue working with multiplication and division.  We will also 

begin to look at prime and composite numbers.  A Prime Number can be 

divided evenly only by 1 or itself.  A composite number is an natural 

number that can be divided, without leaving any remainder, by a natu-

ral number other than itself and one.  Your child needs to be able to 

solve problems and write how they solved  

the problem using strategies. 

 

Helpful websites: 

http://www.ixl.com/math/grade-4 

http://www.mathblaster.com/free-games.aspx? 

pid=bing&cid=fourth%20grade%20 

math%20online%20games 

Science/ Social Studies: 

We will continue our study of the colonies and life of colo-

nists before the American Revolution.  We will compare co-

lonial life to life today.  We will also look at each colony and 

how each colony was different. 

 

In Science, we will begin a detailed study of weather and 

season changes after our completion of ecosystems. 

 
Weather resource website: 

theweatherchannelkids.com/ 

Colonial American resource website: 

http://www.kidinfo.com/american_history/colonization_colonial_li

fe.html 
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Monday 

 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

Read a book or chapter.  Write three ex-

plicit sentences to identify key plot ele-

ments in the beginning, middle, and end.  

Write three sentences to match your ex-

plicit sentences that show something you 

inferred while reading. 

What is the difference between a colony 

and a state? 

How are multiplication and division relat-

ed to each other?  Create a word problem 

and illustrate your answer 

What makes an animal a consumer?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read a book or chapter.  Infer at least 

three things about the setting and why it 

is important to the book or chapter. 

Write a letter to a person in England per-

suading them to move to a colony.  Add 

details specific to the colony you are per-

suading them to move to them. 

How can we use patterns to solve prob-

lems? Create a word problem and illus-

trate your answer. 

 

What makes a plant are producer?  

 

 

Read a book or chapter.  Write about 

character traits of the main character that 

you inferred while reading. 

Pretend you are a farmer and you want to 

grow a crop in the colony you just moved 

to.  Write a speech to give at a town 

meeting to convince the town to let you 

grow that crop and how it will benefit the 

colony. 

How do I determine the factors of a num-

ber?  Create a word problem and illus-

trate your answer. 

 

 

What causes plant and animal species to 

become endangered and extinct?  

 

 

 

 

Read a book or chapter.  Illustrate and 

summarize at least two events that you 

inferred while reading. 

 

 

Pretend you are a child in colonial times.  

Write a poem about your life as a colonist 

and why it is the best way for a child to 

live.  

How do I identify composite numbers?  

Create a word problem and illustrate your 

answer. 

Do we drink the same water that was on 

earth a million years ago?  

 

 

Read a book or chapter.  Predict what 

would happen next if you could add a 

page to the end.  Illustrate. 

 

 

 

 

Pretend you are a mayor of a colonial city 

that is trying to sell furniture made of 

wood found in America.  Write a letter to 

another colony or country persuading 

them to buy your city’s product. 

 

 

 

 

How do I identify prime numbers?  Cre-

ate a word problem and illustrate your 

answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What form does water take on our earth?  
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Homework Calendar Resources 
November 

Fourth Grade 

Reading: 
We will continue to work on inferencing strategies this month to 

increase comprehension.  Students will answer reading response 

prompts that will show their thinking while they are reading and 

support their thinking with evidence from the text. 

 

My Thinking + Evidence from the Text= A GOOD Inference 

 

 

Writing: 
The writing tasks this month will continue to help students devel-

op an opinion and supporting that opinion with facts and/or de-

tails.  This type of writing is often referred to as persuasive writ-

ing. 

With each writing task, encourage the use of correct spelling, 

punctuation, indention of paragraphs, and  the development of de-

tails.   
 

If your child has the opportunity, encourage the use of a computer to 

find information and look up misspelled words. 

 

Helpful Website for Grammar practice: 

http://www.internet4classrooms.com/skills_4th_original.htm 

Math: 

 

Our math focus this month will be targeting fractions.  Students will in-

vestigate, add and subtraction, and illustrate proper and improper frac-

tions. 

 

Continue to practice multiplication and division facts.  The ability to 

communicate math reasoning and understanding is important in a 

standards based classroom.  As your child works through the math 

prompts, encourage detailed answers with illustrations. 

 

Helpful websites: 

http://www.ixl.com/math/grade-4 

http://www.mathblaster.com/free-games.aspx? 

pid=bing&cid=fourth%20grade%20 

math%20online%20games 

Science/ Social Studies: 

In Social Studies, we will study to causes and effects related 

to the revolutionary war, specific events, and historical fig-

ures. 

 

In Science, we will continue a detailed study of weather and 

season changes and how they relate to the water cycle. 

 
Weather resource website: 

theweatherchannelkids.com/ 

Colonial American resource website: 

http://www.kidinfo.com/american_history/colonization_colonial_li

fe.html 
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Monday 

 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

Create a T-Chart.  As you are reading 

your book or chapter, write down 3 

things you think about the character’s 

feelings on one side of the T-Chart.  On 

the opposite side write the evidence from 

the text that supports your thinking. 

Create a timeline of events that lead up to 

the Revolutionary War.  Circle the event 

you think was the most important and 

write a paragraph using facts to support 

your opinion. 

Why does the denominator remain the 

same when you add fractions with like 

denominators? 

The weather changes some from day to 

day, do things such as temperature and 

rain (or snow) tend to be high, low, or 

medium in the same months every year?  

How do you know? 

 

 

Read a book or chapter.  Complete the 

following sentence stem three times.  

  

The author doesn’t say_________ but I 

know that because_____________. 

 

You should have a sentence for the be-

ginning, middle, and end. 

Create a T-Chart of causes and effect of 

the American Revolution.  Highlight the 

most important effect and write a para-

graph with facts to support your opinion. 

How do we add fractions with like de-

nominators?  Illustrate your answer. 

 

Compare and contrast weather and cli-

mate.  Use a Venn Diagram to show your 

understanding. 

 

Read a book or chapter.  As you read, 

look for 5 words or word phrases to com-

plete the following writing prompt. 

 

The author gave me  _______ clue with 

the words and I think that means 

__________. 

 

 

Use figurative language (sentences using 

something to describe something else to 

explain meaning) to describe The Boston 

Tea Party. 

How can fraction represent parts of a set? 

Illustrate your answer. 

Draw a picture of each of the following 

weather tools and explain what they are 

used for. 

 thermometer, rain gauge, barometer, 

wind vane, anemometer.  

 

Read a book or chapter.   

Complete the following sentence 

 stem about the setting. 

 

The author used _____________ words 

to describe the setting.  With those 

words, I can picture______________. 

Who is Patrick Henry?  What is your 

opinion of his “Give me Liberty, or give 

me Death” speech?  Support your opinion 

with facts. 

What is a fraction and how can it be rep-

resented?  Illustrate your answer. 

How are clouds formed?  Draw a dia-

gram to match your answer.  Include 

what you know about the water cycle in 

your answer.  

 

 

Create a T-Chart.  Label one side “ I see 

and I know” and label the other side “I 

figured out”.  Write three things on each 

side of the chart as you read a book or 

chapter. 

 

 

Who is Benedict Arnold?  What advice 

would you have given him if you were 

his friend?  Support your advice with 

facts. 

 

 

 

How can I represent fractions in different 

ways?  Illustrate your answer. 

How does water change from a solid to a 

liquid to a gas?  

How does water change from a gas to a 

liquid to a solid?  

Illustrate your answers. 
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Homework Calendar Resources 
December  

Fourth Grade 

Reading: 
Sensory details make stories more fun to read and help readers 

relate what they are reading to what they know from their own 

experiences.  Sensory details focus on the use of the five senses: 

smell, sight, sound, touch, and taste.  The more details given to the 

reader in a book, the more the reader can relate to the plot events.  

This month your child will practice locating and inferring sensory 

details that are important to the story.  Some prompts will be 

about characters and some about settings. 

 

Helpful Website: 

http://www.vocabulary.co.il/ 

fourth-grade-vocabulary-games/ 

Writing: 
The prompts this month will encourage the use of sensory details 

that your child will be identifying in the books they read.  Encour-

age students to think of things they already know and have experi-

ence with to add details with the five senses.  Encourage your child 

to write complete paragraphs to answer the prompts.  When they 

use sensory details in their sentences, they can link the compari-

sons to similes and metaphors by using the words like or as.  For 

example, The man’s coat was as soft as rabbit fur. 

 
If your child has the opportunity, encourage the use of a computer to 

find information and look up misspelled words. 

 

Helpful Website for Grammar practice: 

http://www.internet4classrooms.com/ 

skills_4th_original.htm 

Math: 

 

Our math focus this month will be targeting fractions.  Students will in-

vestigate, add and subtraction, and illustrate proper and improper frac-

tions. 

 

Continue to practice multiplication and division facts.  The ability to 

communicate math reasoning and understanding is important in a 

standards based classroom.  As your child works through the math 

prompts, encourage detailed answers with illustrations. 

 

Helpful websites: 

http://www.ixl.com/math/grade-4 

http://www.mathblaster.com/free-games.aspx? 

pid=bing&cid=fourth%20grade%20 

math%20online%20games 

Science/ Social Studies: 

In Social Studies, we will continue to study the time of the 

Revolutionary War and Historical Figures that made an im-

pact on American History.   

 

 

 

In Science, we will continue to study seasonal changes.  We 

will begin studying forces and motion.  Students will con-

duct experiments related to the way objects move and how 

force can be changed and used. 
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Monday 

 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

Read a book or chapter.  Describe the 

setting with words from the text.  Use 

lots of adjectives in your description. 

Write a newspaper article that describes 

an event before, during, or after the Rev-

olutionary War.  Use your sensory details 

in your article. 

How are fractions used in problem-

solving situations?  Describe and illus-

trate. 

 

What recent seasonal change have you 

observed?  Use your sensory details to 

help your description. 

Read a book or chapter.  Describe things 

the character might have heard in the 

book.  Use words and phrases from your 

book to help you with your description. 

Write a letter to John Adams describing 

your feelings about the Declaration of 

Independence.  Include sensory details in 

your letter. 

What is an improper fraction and how 

can it be represented?  Describe and illus-

trate. 

How can forces be used to make objects 

move, change direction, or stop?  

 

 

Read a book or chapter.  Describe things 

the character can smell during the book.  

Use text evidence to support your an-

swer. 

Would you be friends with Benjamin 

Franklin? Why or why not? 

What is a mixed number and how can it 

be represented?  Describe and illustrate. 

How is the motion of an object related to 

the size of the object and the amount of 

force that is applied to the object?  

 

 

Read a book or chapter.  Describe objects 

from the book that the main character 

touches.  Use words and evidence from 

your text to support your answer. 

Write a Declaration of Independence for 

your class. 

How can improper fractions and mixed 

numbers be used interchangeably?  De-

scribe and illustrate. 

 

 

What is gravity and how does it affect 

things on the earth?  

 

 

Read a book or chapter.  Think of things 

you see in the words or pictures that the 

character might taste.  Use words and 

evidence from your text to support your 

answer. 

Draw and explain a political cartoon rep-

resenting an event from the Revolution-

ary War. 

How do we apply our understanding of 

fractions in everyday life?  Describe and 

illustrate. 

 

 

 

How do simple machines make work 

easier for people?  
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Using  context clues is an important reading strategy for any reader.  

When a reader comes to an unknown word, they can use the sentences, 

subtitles, pictures, and other paragraphs to help them understand and 

apply the word in context.  The month’s reading tasks will focus on the 

use of that skill and acquiring the unknown words into their “mental 

vocabulary word bank”. 

 

 

 
Helpful Website: 

http://www.vocabulary.co.il/ 

fourth-grade-vocabulary-games/ 

The prompts this month will encourage students to write narrative sto-

ries using knowledge of prior learning in the content areas.  Encourage 

your child to write complete paragraphs to answer the prompts.  Using 

details related to facts, helps create stories that are fun to read and give 

information.  After writing to each prompt, your child should take time 

to read back over their writing and edit for clarity, subject-verb agree-

ment, complete sentences, and capitalization/punctuation errors. 

 

If your child has the opportunity, encourage the use of a computer to 

find information and look up misspelled words. 
 

Helpful Website for Grammar practice: 

http://www.internet4classrooms.com/ 

skills_4th_original.htm 

 

The math tasks this month with focus on decimals.  Students will investigate 

the relationship between fractions and decimals, decimals on a number line,  

create models of decimals, and relate decimals to the metric system. 

 

Continue to work on fact fluency with multiplication and division through 

games, objects, and websites. 

 

Helpful websites: 

http://www.ixl.com/math/grade-4 

http://www.mathblaster.com/free-games.aspx? 

pid=bing&cid=fourth%20grade%20 

math%20online%20games 

 
Our social studies focus will look at the Great Compromise, Three-

Fifth’s Compromise, The Slave Trade, James Madison, and the War of 

1812.  Students will relate political beliefs to prior knowledge and the 

American historical timeline.  They will compare and contrast histori-

cal figures, wars, and political amendments. 

 

 

We continue our study of forces and motion this  

month with tasks with a study of simple machines. 

Students will be able to create and operate simple  

machines.  They will also identify the benefit and  

use of simple machines in their everyday world. 
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Monday 

 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

Read a book or chapter.  Make a list of 

ten unknown words.  Create a table 

(example below).  In one column write 

the unknown word, in the next column 

write the page number you found the 

word, in the next column write a defini-

tion of the word in your own words. 

Do you think the Articles of Confedera-

tion changed American history? Why or 

Why not? Use facts in your answer. 

How are decimal fractions written using 

decimal notation?  Illustrate your answer. 

What is gravity and how does it affect 

things on the earth?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Repeat reading task above with new book 

or chapter. 

Write a story about The Slave Trade.  

Include facts in your story to make it 

more interesting. 

How are decimal numbers and decimal 

fractions related? 

How are decimals and fractions related?  

Illustrate your answer. 

How do simple machines make work 

easier for people?  

 

 

Read a book or chapter.  Make a list of 

five unknown words.  Put the words in 

ABC order.  Use each word in a sentence 

that shows the meaning of the word as it 

was used in the book or chapter you read. 

Using a Venn Diagram compare and con-

trast the Great  Compromise and the 

Three-Fifths Compromise.  Write a sum-

mary of your Venn Diagram. 

 

 

How can I combine the decimal length of 

objects I measure?  Illustrate your an-

swer. 

Draw a picture of a simple machine that 

pulls.  Write a description to match. 

Read a book or chapter.  Make a list of 

three unknown words and complete a 

Frayer Model graphic organizer with 

each word. (example of Frayer Model 

below)  Write your unknown word in the 

middle, definition in box 1, facts and 

characteristics of the word in box 2, ex-

amples of the word in box 3, and non-

examples of the word in box 4. 

 

 

 

 

Draw a political cartoon for the War of 

1812.  Write a story, using facts, to match 

your cartoon. 

 

 

 

 

How does the metric system of measure-

ment show decimals?  Illustrate your an-

swer. 

 

 

Draw a picture of a simple machine that 

pushes. Write a description to match. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Repeat reading task above with a new 

book or chapter. 

 

 

Who is James Madison and how did he 

change American history? 

 

 

 

What is a decimal fraction and how can it 

be represented? 

What models can be used to represent 

decimals?   

Illustrate your answer. 

Create a simple machine to help you with 

one of your chores.  Illustrate and write a 

description about your simple machine. 

word page # definition 
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Visualizing is a great tool readers use to “picture” events in the story 

they are reading or a way to put meaning to unknown words.  There 

are specific steps a reader can follow to learn to use visualization for 

comprehension. 
1. Read or listen to text. 

2. Picture the information or story in your brain. 

3. Plan how to draw a picture of your understanding. 

4. Draw and label the picture you draw. 

This month, your child will practice listening to a story,  

visualizing their understanding, and drawing a picture to  

match their understanding. 
 

Helpful Website: 

http://www.vocabulary.co.il/ 

fourth-grade-vocabulary-games/ 

Linking reading and writing helps students build comprehension and 

convey understanding.  This month, each writing task will help con-

nect visualizing (reading strategy focus this month) to summarizing.  

Summarizing is a great way for students to practice writing complete 

sentences and create paragraphs to convey understanding in their own 

words.   

After writing to each prompt, your child should take time to read back 

over their writing and edit for clarity, subject-verb agreement, com-

plete sentences, and capitalization/punctuation errors. 

 

If your child has the opportunity, encourage the use of a computer to 

find information and look up misspelled words. 
 

Helpful Website for Grammar practice: 

http://www.internet4classrooms.com/ 

skills_4th_original.htm 

 

As we complete our study of multiplication and the way it relates to 

decimals, students will compare decimals using place value to the 

tenths and hundredths place.  Continue to work on fact fluency with 

your child.  Our geometric investigation tasks will compare 2d and 3d 

shapes.  We will also incorporate prior learning with data collection 

and compilation. 
Continue to work on fact fluency with multiplication and division through 

games, objects, and websites. 

Helpful websites: 

http://www.ixl.com/math/grade-4 

http://www.mathblaster.com/free-games.aspx? 

pid=bing&cid=fourth%20grade%20 

math%20online%20games 

 
Our social studies focus will continue down the historical timeline 

with a look at women’s suffrage, westward expansion, and the dawn of  

19th century technological innovations. 

 

 

 

 

As we complete our study of forces and motion,  

we begin a unit focused on the Solar System.   

Some tasks will review information studied in the 

first quarter and other tasks will focus on in depth 

comparisons of the planets in our solar system. 
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Monday 

 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

Read a book or chapter aloud to your 

child.  Using a comic strip graphic organ-

izer, have your child summarize the story 

through images and dialogue they “see” 

in their mind while they listen to the sto-

ry. 

Using the “comic strip” reading task from 

the yesterday.  Create a summary in the 

form of a letter to a friend convincing 

them to read the story or chapter. 

What role does the decimal point play in 

our base-ten system?  Illustrate your an-

swer. 

Why did the United States wish to ex-

pand its boundaries from coast to coast?  

 

 

 

 

Read a book or chapter aloud to your 

child.  Write a five-paragraph description 

to match each of your five senses.  As you 

listened to the story, what did you feel, 

taste, see, hear, and smell? 

Using your sensory details from yester-

day’s reading task, write a summary 

about your book in the form of a book 

review for the newspaper. 

When adding decimals, how does deci-

mal notation show what I expect? How is 

it different?  Illustrate your answer. 

Why couldn't women vote in the United 

States?  

 

 

Read a book or chapter aloud to your 

child.  Write three descriptive paragraphs 

describing the setting that you picture as 

you listen to the story or chapter.  Each 

chapter should describe the setting in the 

beginning, middle, and end. 

Using the beginning, middle, and end 

setting descriptions from your reading 

task yesterday, write a summary about 

the importance of the setting to the story 

or chapter using lots of details and your 

own words.  

When can tenths and hundredths be used 

interchangeably?  Illustrate your answer. 

Why did California experience a popula-

tion explosion in the middle of the 19th 

century?  

 

 

Read a book or chapter aloud to your 

child.  Using a comic strip graphic organ-

izer, have your child summarize the story 

through images and dialogue they “see” 

in their mind while they listen to the sto-

ry. 

Using the “comic strip” reading task from 

the yesterday.  Create a summary in the 

form of a letter to a friend convincing 

them to read the story or chapter. 

 

 

 

Why is the number 10 important in our 

number system?  Illustrate your answer. 

 

 

 

How are stars alike and different from 

each other?  

 

 

 

 

Read a book or chapter aloud to your 

child.  Write three descriptive paragraphs 

describing the setting that you picture as 

you listen to the story or chapter.  Each 

chapter should describe the setting in the 

beginning, middle, and end. 

 

Using the beginning, middle, and end 

setting descriptions from your reading 

task yesterday, write a summary about 

the importance of the setting to the story 

or chapter using lots of details and your 

own words.  

How are geometric objects different from 

one another?  Illustrate your answer. 

 

 

How does the sun compare to other stars 

in the night sky?  
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Comic Strip Graphic Organizer 
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See Hear Taste Touch Smell 

Sensory Details Graphic Organizer 
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Beginning Middle End 

 
Plot Summary Graphic Organizer 
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Extra! Extra! 

Read All 

About It! 

                                                                                                     ________________________ 

                   ________________________ 

                   ________________________ 

                   ________________________ 

                   ________________________ 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

Newspaper Article Summary Graphic Organizer 
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Three Part Venn Diagram 
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Monday 

 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

Read a story and find at least 10 adjec-

tives.  Write a synonym for each adjec-

tive you list. 

 

If reading a chapter book, use one chap-

ter. 

Read this prompt: Pretend you live in the 

Creek Indian village with your family 

and an explorer visits your village.  De-

scribe what the visit is like and how you 

feel. 

Draw and represent the fractions that 

matches the following statement: 

Susan ate nine apples and Matthew ate 

eight apples.  There were 30 apples in the 

basket. 

 

 

Compare and contrast a Native American 

to an Explorer using a Venn Diagram. 

Read a book or chapter.  Predict what 

would happen next if you could add a 

page to the end.  Illustrate. 

Pretend you are a mayor of a colonial city 

that is trying to sell furniture made of 

wood found in America.  Write a letter to 

another colony or country persuading 

them to buy your city’s product. 

How do I identify prime numbers?  Cre-

ate a word problem and illustrate your 

answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What form does water take on our earth?  

 

 

Create a T-Chart.  Label one side “ I see 

and I know” and label the other side “I 

figured out”.  Write three things on each 

side of the chart as you read a book or 

chapter. 

 

 

Who is Benedict Arnold?  What advice 

would you have given him if you were 

his friend?  Support your advice with 

facts. 

How can I represent fractions in different 

ways?  Illustrate your answer. 

How does water change from a solid to a 

liquid to a gas?  

How does water change from a gas to a 

liquid to a solid?  

Illustrate your answers. 

Read a book or chapter.  Think of things 

you see in the words or pictures that the 

character might taste.  Use words and 

evidence from your text to support your 

answer. 

Draw and explain a political cartoon rep-

resenting an event from the Revolution-

ary War. 

How do we apply our understanding of 

fractions in everyday life?  Describe and 

illustrate. 

 

How do simple machines make work 

easier for people?  

 

 

Read a book or chapter.  Make a list of 

three unknown words and complete a 

Frayer Model graphic organizer with 

each word. Write your unknown word in 

the middle, definition in box 1, facts and 

characteristics of the word in box 2, ex-

amples of the word in box 3, and non-

examples of the word in box 4. 

 

 

Who is James Madison and how did he 

change American history? 

What is a decimal fraction and how can it 

be represented? 

What models can be used to represent 

decimals?   

Illustrate your answer. 

Create a simple machine to help you with 

one of your chores.  Illustrate and write a 

description about your simple machine. 

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoQ55AkRQGCMAHECJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dfractions%26n%3D30%26ei%3Dutf-8%26y%3DSearch%26fr%3Dyfp-t-701-1%26tab%3Do
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Definition Facts/Characteristics 

Examples Non-Examples 

Unknown Word 
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Information adapted from Greece Public Schools Testing Resource site http://www.greece.k12.ny.us/academics.cfm?subpage=2044 Being Test-Wise Strategies for Success on Multiple Choice Tests (2003 PDF online booklet) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This month we will focus on your child’s knowledge of test taking strategies.  Students are testing in a variety of ways from kindergarten 
to twelfth grade.  Developing good test taking strategies can help student confidence and preparation for test taking.   Kindergarten and 

First Grade students should answer each prompt with at least 2-4 complete sentences and an illustration after discussing the prompt 

thoroughly for understanding.  Second and Third Grade students should answer with a complete paragraph in correct paragraph form.  
The paragraph should  give an example of using the strategy.  Fourth and Fifth Grade students should answer the prompts with at least 

two paragraphs.  The paragraphs should not only give examples of using the strategy, but students should also identify which area of the 
test they would use the strategy the most.  For example, using “test phrase words” such as  “most likely” would be found a lot in vocabu-

lary and comprehension questions. 
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Monday 

 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

Define the test phrase “story elements”.  

Why is it important to identify story ele-

ments  when trying to answer questions 

about  a passage? 

When a test question has the phrase “in 

your opinion”, what should be in your 

answer? 

The test phrase “best completes” makes 

you think  and answer in what way? 

When you see the test phrase “the main 

purpose”, what should you look for to 

help you answer? 

When answering multiple choice ques-

tions, you should preview the text. 

 look at the title 

 look at the pictures/captions 

 look at bold words/headings 

How does previewing the text help you 

answer questions related to a passage? 

When answering multiple choice ques-

tions, you should identify important 

words within the text and underline or 

“box” that word.  

 

The toy was  

 

How does this strategy help you under-

stand what you are reading better? 

When answering multiple choice ques-

tions, you should underline important 

parts that answer the questions and iden-

tify the important words.  How does this 

strategy help you answer questions about 

a passage?  

Before deciding on an answer on a multi-

ple choice test, read all the answers and 

mark out the answers that do not make 

sense or do not fit with the details of the 

passage.  How does this strategy help you 

when you are unsure of the correct an-

swer? 

If a test question asks you what a passage 

is mostly about, what do you need to 

find? 

How does the word “sequence” give you 

a hint to help you identify the correct 

answer? 

What is the difference between fact and 

opinion?  Explain and give examples. 

What does the word “compare” mean?  

What does the word “contrast” mean?  

Why is it important to know what these 

terms mean? 

Using context clues (using pictures or 

words to help you understand the mean-

ing of a passage), helps you increase your 

understanding of a passage.  How can 

using context clues help you find an an-

swer to a question you are unsure of. 

Why is it important to identify author’s 

purpose?  Will knowing the author’s pur-

pose help you answer questions about 

main idea, cause and effect, and support-

ing details?  Why? 

Making inferences while reading means 

to  use clues from the text along with 

your own thinking to better understand 

what the author is saying.  How can mak-

ing inferences help you answer questions 

and determine answers that will work 

best? 

 

 

 

Details are important in a passage if they 

support the main idea.  How can you 

identify important details in a passage so 

you can refer to those details while an-

swering questions about the passage? 

If you are reading factual questions or 

passages, what important things should 

you skim for? 

When answering vocabulary or word 

study questions, how can identifying root 

words, synonyms, antonyms, prefixes, 

and suffixes help you identify the correct 

answer? 

When a question asks you to identify a 

title for the passage, what is the most 

important thing to identify before answer-

ing? 

When you are asked to identify the 

“theme” of a passage, it is important to 

identify the reason you think the author 

wrote the story.  How do you decide why 

the author wrote the passage and what 

he/she wanted the reader to understand? 

unique

http://www1.search-results.com/picdetails?apn_dbr=&apn_dtid=%5eBND406%5eYY%5eUS&shad=s_0041&atb=sysid=406:appid=139:uid=50067c1cab32a530:uc=1362344378:src=ieb:o=APN10645&apn_ptnrs=AG6&o=APN10645&apn_sauid=&apn_uid=2417621020404749&lang=en&gct=ds&q=multip
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Before During After 

 Rest 
 Eat 
 Bring materials 
 Plan your time 

 Pace yourself 
 Position your answer 

sheet 
 Select good thinking 

strategies 
 Answer all questions 
 Make thoughtful 
 guesses 

 Use extra time to 
check your responses 

 Feel a sense of 
 accomplishment 

Test Taking Tips 
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Before During After 

 Rest 
 Eat 
 Bring materials 
 Plan your time 

 Pace yourself 
 Position your answer 

sheet 
 Select good thinking 

strategies 
 Answer all questions 
 Make thoughtful 
 guesses 

 Use extra time to 
check your responses 

 Feel a sense of 
 accomplishment 

Test Taking Tips 
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Right There Questions 

 

Fact Questions: 

 Skim for key words, dates, locations 
Vocabulary/Word Meaning Questions: 

 Look for synonyms, antonyms, definition 
clues, etc. 

Explanation Questions: 

 Look for signal words like because, reason 
for, when, as a result of, causes of, etc. 

Maps, Graphs, and other text visuals ques-

tions: 

 Look at graphs, pictures, charts, maps, etc. 
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Right There Questions 

 

Fact Questions: 

 Skim for key words, dates, locations 
Vocabulary/Word Meaning Questions: 

 Look for synonyms, antonyms, definition 
clues, etc. 

Explanation Questions: 

 Look for signal words like because, reason 
for, when, as a result of, causes of, etc. 

Maps, Graphs, and other text visuals ques-

tions: 

 Look at graphs, pictures, charts, maps, etc. 
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 …
 …
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As this school year comes to a close, students are reminded to keep reading, writing, and  
practicing subject matter throughout the summer.  This month’s calendar is designed for all  students, K-5, to 
keep basic skills and know-how “sharp” for the next school year by implementing daily writing prompts that re-
view reading, writing, and content standards.  It is also a comprehensive review of basic strategies evident and 
taught beginning in kindergarten.  Below you will find suggestions on how to use the prompts comprehensively 
and productively in each grade level, K-5. 
 Kindergarten and First Grade students should answer each prompt with at least 2-4 complete sentences and 

an illustration after discussing the prompt thoroughly for understanding.   
 Second and Third Grade students should answer with two to three paragraphs in correct paragraph form.  The 

paragraph should  include transitions, simple and compound sentences and be edited for grammar.   
 Fourth and Fifth Grade students should answer the prompts with at least four to seven paragraphs.  The para-

graphs should not only give examples to answer the prompt, but students should also include details and use 
editing strategies to check grammar and sentence structure. 

Some graphic organizers are included to help execute specific tasks outlined in some of the prompts.  You may 
find that your child needs support with other areas when answering the daily prompts.  Below are suggested 
links you can visit to assist your child with the writing process, grammar and sentence structure, and graphic  
organizers. 

Writing Process Links 
Grammar/Sentence Structure  

Links 
Graphic Organizer Links 

 http://ksdl.ksbe.edu/writingresource/writingprocess

.html 

 http://www.angelfire.com/wi/writingprocess/ 

 

 http://its.leesummit.k12.mo.us/writing.htm 

 

 http://library.thinkquest.org/J001156/writing.htm 

 

 

 

 http://www.funenglishgames.com/grammargames.

html 

 http://www.gamequarium.com/sentencestucture.ht

ml 

 http://www.quia.com/rr/126726.html 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/english 

 http://www.kimskorner4teachertalk.com/grammar/

menu.html 

 http://www.onlinemathlearning.com/grammar-

games.html 

 http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/ 

 http://edhelper.com/teachers/graphic_organizers.ht

m 

 http://creately.com/Free-K12-Education-Templates 

 http://www.teachervision.fen.com/graphic-

organizers/printable/6293.html 

 http://www.enchantedlearning.com/graphicorganize

rs/ 

 http://www.thinkport.org/Technology/template.tp 
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Monday 

 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

Read a book or chapter of your choice.  

Create a main idea and supporting details 

web.  Use your web to write a summary 

of your reading. 

Write a persuasive story about a trip you 

have taken or want to take to persuade 

another person to take the same trip.  

Include lots of details. 

Create an ABC pattern. (A pattern with 

three different repeating characteristics.)  

Describe the objects you used in your 

pattern.  Create a word problem for your 

classmates to go with your pattern. 

Pretend your are a paleontologist who has 

found a new type of dinosaur.  Name 

your dinosaur, draw a picture, and write a 

description of what the dinosaur might 

have eaten and where it lives based on 

the fossils you found. 

Read a book or chapter of your choice.  

Make a list of words from your chapter 

(at least 7-10).  Write your word list in 

ABC order.  Complete a Frayer Model  

for each word on the list of words.  An 

example of a Frayer Model is pictured 

below and attached with this packet. 

Create a list of rules for a playground, 

swimming pool, park, etc.  After creating 

the list of rules, create a matching 

“consequences” chart/table for breaking 

the rules the first, second, third, fourth, 

and fifth time.  Write a matching infor-

mational paper on why rules are im-

portant using your rules and consequenc-

es.  (Sample graphic organizers attached) 

Write a word problem that has three dif-

ferent number operations included.  Solve 

and illustrate your word problem.  From 

the point of view of a teacher, write an 

explanation of how you solved your word 

problem so you can teach others how to 

solve it. 

The mayor of the city has asked you to 

create a zoo.  Describe the animals you 

will have in your zoo, their habitats, what 

you will feed them, and how you will 

keep them healthy in a newspaper article.  

(Graphic organizer attached in this  

packet) 

Read a book or chapter.   

Complete the following sentence 

 stem about the setting. 

 

The author used _____________ words 

to describe the setting.  With those 

words, I can picture______________. 

 

Write a letter to the mayor of your city 

asking for a new holiday.  Include the 

name of the holiday, why the holiday is 

important and should be celebrated, and 

details about the way the holiday will be 

celebrated in your town. 

 

Using two and three dimensional shapes, 

create a picture.  Write a list of directions 

to help someone else draw the same pic-

ture.  Include directional words, shape 

description, and hints. 

 

You have been selected to travel into 

Space.  Create a journal entry to match 

what you see, how it feels to be in space, 

and why it is important to explore Space. 

 

 

 

 

Read a book or chapter.  Infer at least 

three things about the setting and why it 

is important to the book or chapter. 

Brainstorm a list of facts about your fa-

vorite historical figure.  Create a T-Chart 

with the facts you know on one side.  

Research the historical figure on the in-

ternet, in books, or with an encyclopedia.  

Write the facts you find on the other side 

of your T-Chart.  Using the T-chart, write 

an informational paper about your histori-

cal figure. 

 

 

Pretend you have just received a puppy as 

a gift.  Create an outdoor dog pen and 

house for your new pet.  Use what you 

know about shapes, measurement, area, 

and perimeter to describe and build your 

pet’s new habitat. 

 

 

 

Think of the most important time in 

America’s history.  Name and describe 

the event.  Write a persuasive paper con-

vincing others on why the event you 

chose is the most important event in 

American history. 

Read a book or chapter aloud to your 

child.  Using a comic strip graphic organ-

izer, have your child summarize the story 

through images and dialogue they “see” 

in their mind while they listen to the  

story. 

Write a story from the point of view of 

your favorite animal.  Include facts about 

your animals habitat, skin/hair, eating 

habits, and predators.  Draw a picture to 

match your story. 

Create a survey of favorite sports, food, 

T.V. shows, etc.  Give the survey to peo-

ple in your house, neighborhood, or fami-

ly.  Construct a tally table and bar graph 

to match the information you collect from 

your survey. 

Create a map of your neighborhood.  

Write directions using map clues, names 

of place, cardinal directions, and details 

to help someone get from one place on 

your map to another. 
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Definition Facts/Characteristics 

Examples Non-Examples 

Unknown Word 
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Survey Topic: 
______________________________________________________________ 
Survey Questions: 
1. __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

Tally Table for Survey Answers: 

Survey Item Tally Marks 
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Graph Paper 
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I Think I Found 

  

Historical Figure T-chart 
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Extra! Extra! 

Read All 

About It! 

                                                                                                     ________________________ 

                   ________________________ 

                   ________________________ 

                   ________________________ 

                   ________________________ 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

Newspaper Article Summary Graphic Organizer 
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