
Westward Movement 



Missouri Controversy 1819- 1820 

•1st political issue which begins 
to divide the nation over 
slavery 

•Missouri applies for statehood 
1819 as a slave state 



Missouri Compromise 1820 

• impact - balance of free and slave 
states upset 12-11 

• Henry Clay’s solution 

• admit Maine as a free state to 
preserve balance in Senate 

• divide Louisiana at 36 30 line, north 
of line free, south of line open to 
slavery 



Missouri Compromise 1820 

•Effects? 

•1. preserves nationalism OR 

•2. evidence of sectionalism 

•3. temporarily solves the 
slavery issue for a 
generation 



The Compromise of 1820: 
A Firebell in the Night! 



http://teachpol.tcnj.edu/amer_pol_hist/thumbnail119.html




Manifest Destiny  

Philosophy of 

Expansion  



“Manifest Destiny” 
• John O’Sullivan 
• Obvious or undeniable fate 
• Concept drove westward 

expansion 
• Westward Trails 
• Santa Fe 
• Mormon 
• Oregon 





The Santa Fe Trail 



The Mormon Trail 



The Oregon Trail 



• 1. Favored by God 
• 2. Expansion of American democracy 
• 3. New territory for an expanding 

population. 
• 4. Material/economic gain 
• 5. Expansion of slavery 
• 6. Adventure – the “romantic” west 
• 7. Belief in white superiority 

Motives/Justification of Manifest Destiny  









The Oregon Boundary Dispute: 54’ 40º or Fight! 

Joint occupation of 

Oregon with GB 

*Americans push west 

*Demand all of Oregon 

at 54’40 line 

*Compromise 

*Extended 49th parallel 

 





Texas and Mexico 

 

Stephen F. Austin 

 



General Santa Anna 



Texas – War for Independence – The Alamo 





Sam Houston 

Battle of San Jacinto River 

President of the Republic of  

Texas 



Battle of San Jacinto  

This engagement determined the outcome of the conflict.  



The Republic of Texas 1839-1845 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/Flag_of_Texas.svg










“JAMES K. POLK” 
by They Might Be Giants 

In 1844, the Democrats were split 
The three nominees for the presidential  
     candidate 
Were Martin Van Buren, a former president  
     and an abolitionist 
James Buchanan, a moderate 
Lewis Cass, a general and expansionist 
From Nashville came a dark horse riding up 
He was James K. Polk, Napoleon of the  
     Stump! 



“JAMES K. POLK” 
by They Might Be Giants 

Austere, severe, he held few people dear 
His oratory filled his foes with fear 
The factions soon agreed 
He's just the man we need 
To bring about victory 
Fulfill our Manifest Destiny 
And annex the land the Mexicans command 
And when the votes were cast the winner  
     was 
Mister James K. Polk, Napoleon of the  
    Stump! 





“JAMES K. POLK” 
by They Might Be Giants 

In four short years he met his every goal 
He seized the whole southwest from Mexico 
Made sure the tariffs fell 
And made the English sell the Oregon 
    Territory 
He built an independent treasury 
Having done all this he sought no second  
    term 
But precious few have mourned the passing  
    of 
Mister James K. Polk, our eleventh president 
“Young Hickory,” Napoleon of the Stump! 





1. Acquire Texas – secret deal with 
Sam Houston 1845 – Mexico sends 
troops to border 1846 
 

2. Resolve the Oregon boundary 
dispute 
 

3. Acquire California (Mex/Am War) – 
Slidell to Mexico 
 

4. DONE!  

Goals of Polk’s Administration 











Results of the Mexican War 
• New territories brought into the Union 

forced slavery to the center of national 
politics. 

• These territories would bring back the 
question of balance of power between North 
and South. 

• Manifest Destiny was partially realized. 



Results of the Mexican War 
• Gave young West Point graduates their 1st 

military experience – Lee, Grant, Jackson 
• Intensified sectional conflicts. 
• Set the stage for the American tragedy that 

followed 
 





The Wilmot Proviso 
• Proposed by Congressman David Wilmot 
• All lands obtained from Mexico would 

prohibit slavery – free soil 
• Twice passed the House (Northern majority) 
• Failed to pass the Senate (why?) 
• What if the Senate had made this idea into 

law? 



Parting Thoughts 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1803-1882, was 

probably the best-known figure of the 

19th century movement known as 

Transcendentalism. Although this 

movement was not overtly 

imperialistic, it endorsed a kind of 

“intellectual expansionism.” Emerson 

and the Transcendentalists 

encouraged a mentality of going 

beyond traditional boundaries--of 

seeking knowledge outside the limits 

of the senses. As such, it represents an 

interesting reflection of the 

expansionist “spirit of the times.”   



Third Party Politics 1840s 

• Martin Van 
Buren 

• Free Soil Party 
1848 

• Goal/Platform? 











Gold in California 1848 - Effects 
• Gold fever – global – diversity  
• Massive slaughter of Native Americans 
• San Francisco 
• Bear Flag Republic – push for Cal 

independence 
• California applies for statehood – 

rushed by U.S. gov’t – free state  









Sectionalism 

1850 

Compromise of 1850 

–Clay and Douglas 

–Cal becomes a free state 

–New Fugitive Slave Act 

–Popular sovereignty 
Utah/Nevada 

 



Sectionalism 

Effects of Compromise of 1850 

– Personal liberty laws passed 
in North 

–efforts of Underground 
Railroad increased 

–slave patrols into North 

 

 











Sectionalism 

1852 

•Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

•Harriett Beecher Stowe 

•Effects? 

 







Sectionalism 

1854 

Kansas Nebraska Act 

Stephen Douglas 

Popular sovereignty 

Effects? 

 



Sectionalism 

1854 

“new” Republican Party 
formed 

Platform? 



Sectionalism 

Election of 1856 

The American Party 

Aka – “Know Nothing” Party 

Platform? Nativism 















Sectionalism 

 1856 

 “Bleeding” Kansas 

 border ruffians – Missouri 

 Burning of Lawrence 

 John Brown 

 Pottawatomie Creek Massacre 

 Lecompton Constitution 1857 

 Topeka Constitution 1857 

 



http://www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:John_brown.jpg




Sectionalism 

1856  

“Bleeding” Congress 

Brooks (SC) vs. Sumner 
(MA) 







Sectionalism 

 1857 

 Dred Scott vs. Sandford 

 Roger B. Taney 

 Decision? 

 Slaves are not citizens 

 Slaves are not free even if they 
live on free soil 

 Slaves can not sue in courts 



Sectionalism 
 Property owners can not be 

denied the right to take their 
“property” anywhere – free soil or 
slave soil 

 Therefore – slavery can 
exist……….where? 

 Therefore – all laws which said 
where slavery could and could not 
exist are now…….? 

 These include? 



http://loc.harpweek.com/LCPoliticalCartoons/DisplayCartoonLarge.asp?MaxID=&UniqueID=9&Year=1856&YearMark=






Sectionalism 

1858 

Lincoln Douglas Senate 
debates – Illinois 

Freeport Doctrine 

How to keep slavery out of 
the west? 





                      





Sectionalism 

1859 

Harper’s Ferry, VA 

John Brown’s Raid 

Results? 

Effects on north and south? 

 









Sectionalism 

1860 

Election of Abraham Lincoln 

 the “black” Republican 

Effects? 

December 20 – SC secedes 
from Union 



Sectionalism 

1861 

Formation of C.S.A. 

Jefferson Davis 

April – Fort Sumter, SC 

Civil War begins 



http://www.sonofthesouth.net/leefoundation/Jefferson_Davis/South_Carolina_Secedes.jpg


Civil War – Causes  


