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Dear Teacher, 
 
When I teach spelling, I am often on the hunt for 
fun, yet practical activities for my students to 
practice their spelling pattern for the week.   
 
This  year, I am meeting with my students in small 
groups to work on differentiated spelling lists.  
One of my rotations is called Choice.   
 
This is where students get the “Choice” of the 
activity they would like to complete.  They are 
allowed to choose from a list of activities on their 
Choice Board.  We glue these boards onto the 
inside cover of our Word Study Journals so 
students have them all year. 
 
 At the beginning of the year, I introduce each 
activity choice and have students practice it.  
That way when rotations come along, I have a well 
oiled machine with students working independently.   
 
While I completely agree that activities such as 
these are NOT effective in long term application 
of spelling words, research shows that adding 
kinesthetic activities helps with memorization. 
 
I teach the understanding and the word pattern 
“rules” during my Teacher Rotation.   
 
A few Favorites…. 
 
I created the Michelangelo Spelling activity after 
our art teacher did a project with my kiddos 
about the Sistine Chapel.  My kiddos LOVE taping 
their paper to the underside of their desks and 
“painting” like Michelangelo. Of course, they are just 
writing their spelling words, but it is incredibly 
motivating.   
 
My kiddos also love Ghost Spelling.  They write 
their words on paper with a white crayon and 
then color over the crayon with a marker.  It 
“magically” shows up.     
 
 

Another favorite of mine is Context 
Clues.  Students must write a 
sentence with the word that is so 
detailed, that another student could 
figure out the word if the word was 
covered up.  I use the little sticky 
flags for this activity.   
 
Interested in the rest of my Spelling 
Program?  Check out…. 

bit.ly/3rdgradewordstudy
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Triangle 
Spelling 

 
D 
Do 
dog 

Abc Order 
 

Write your words in 
ABC Order 

Rainbow 
Spelling 

 
Write your words 
5x each with 
different colors 

Color Code 
 
 
Write the Vowels 
Blue and 
Consonants Red 

Silly 
Sentences 

 
Write each word in 
a silly sentence. 

Silly letters 
 

Write each word 
using crazy letters. 

Backwards 
to Forwards 

Write each word 
backwards and then 
write it forwards 
sgod 
dogs 

Type your 
Words 

 
If available, type 
your words on the 
computer or other 
device.  

Context Clues 
 

Write a detailed 
sentence with each 
word 

Bubble 
Letters 

 
Write each of your 
words using bubble 
letters. 

Dictionary 
Dig 

 
Look up 10 of your 
words in the 
dictionary and write 
the definition. 

Picture 
Perfect 

 
Write the word and 
draw a picture to 
represent it. 

Ghost Words 
 

Use a white crayon 
to write your 
words. Color over 
with a marker. 

Follow the 
Swirl 

 
Draw a swirly line. 
Write your word 
over and over along 
the line. 

Rhyme Time 
 

Write each word 
and write a word 
that rhymes with it. 

Code 
Creation 

QUICKLY assign each 
letter of the abc’s a 
number then write 
each word and write 
the code. 

Spell and Tell 
 

Write each word 3x 
and whisper each 
letter as you write. 

Michelangelo  
Tape your paper on 
the bottom side of 
your desk. Lay on the 
floor and write your 
words 3 times each.  
Your arms will get 
tired! 

  

Wrong Hand 
 

Use the opposite 
hand you write with, 
to write each word.  

 
Teacher 
Choice 

 
 

That Teaching Spark 




