AP United States Government and Politics: Review Checklist


Public Policy-Know the definition and how each unit below impacts the development of public policy

Intro to Politics and Public Policy

· Review notes and flashcards for Chapters 1 and 15

· Define power, authority, and legitimacy

· Distinguish between direct and representative

Democracies:


 ( Positives and negatives of both

· Review the positives and negatives of direct and

      representative democracy 

· Know the definition of public policy (Red Public

      policy checklist) 

· Review the steps in the public policy process

· Setting the agenda and the factors that determine this

· Developing policy and the factors that influence this

· Making a decision

· Majoritarian

· Client

· Interest Group

· Entrepreneurial

· Review the five theories of governmental power

· Marxist

· Elite

· Pluralist

· Hyperpluralist

· Bureaucratic

(  Review the Terri Schivo case and the debate over 

    Homosexual marriage as examples of the public 

    policy process in action 

Origins of Democracy and the Constitution
· Review notes and flashcards for Chapter 2

· What factors influenced the development of Democracy and the Constitution

· What ideas did the following contribute: Magna Carta, English Bill of Rights, Petition of Rights, Locke, Montesquieu, the Enlightenment

· Review the Articles of Confederation

· Structure

·  Problems

· Shays Rebellion and its impact on the Articles

· The Constitutional Convention


· Review the major debates, positions, proposals, and decisions

· Virginia Plan, New Jersey Plan, Connecticut 

Compromise/Great Compromise

· Review your Constitution outline (Know this well!)

· Know all of the amendments

· Know the process for impeachment

· Know the process for amending the Constitution

· Review civil liberties protected in the original Constitution:

· Ex Post Facto

· Bill of Attainder

· Writ of Habeas Corpus

· Know the powers of each specific branch

· Know all the specific checks and balances

· Difference between separation of powers and federalism is…

· Review the arguments of the Federalists v. Anti Federalists

· How was their debate resolved and why?

· Review the arguments in Federalist #10

· Define factions 

· Review the arguments in Federalist #51

· Review the checks and balances on each branch of government

· Know the methods for altering our understanding of the Constitution 

· Formal (Those in the Constitution)

·  Informal

· Know your Constitution like the back of your hand

Federalism

( Review notes and flashcards for Chapter 3

· Review the positives and negatives of Federalism

· Review the elements of the Constitution that impact federal-state relations:

· Supremacy Clause

· Commerce Clause

· Spending Clause

· 10th Amendment

· 14th Amendment

( Know the Specific State and Federal Powers 

( Expressed

( Concurrent

( Denied

( Review the evolution of federal-state relations:

( Developmental Federalism 

( Dual Federalism (Layer cake)

( Cooperative Federalism (Marble cake)

( New Federalism

( Devolution 

( Review current trends in Federalism

· Funding Options

· Review trends in funding

( Block 

( Categorical grants (project and formula)

( Mandates (Unfunded)

( Revenue sharing

      (  Unfunded Mandates Reform Act

      (  Impact of Devolution on funding

( Federalism court cases:

( McCulloch v. Maryland 

( Gibbons v. Ogden 

( Gitlow v. New York 

( Brown v. Board of Education 

( Heart of Atlanta Motel v. U.S. 

( Wisconsin v. Yoder  

( US v Lopez

( Brzonkala v. Morrison
( Review the following issues as examples of

   Federalism’s impact on public policy formation:

(  Personal Responsibility Act (Welfare reform)

( Violence against Women Act 

( Americans with Disabilities Act

( Marijuana Legalization 

( Homosexual marriage

Civil Liberties
( Review notes and flashcards for Chapter 18

( Know all the rights contained in each Amendment

( Judicial Incorporation:

(  What is it?

(  How does it work?

( Role of the 14th Amendment

(  What parts of the Bill of Rights have been?

    incorporated and what hasn’t 

( Review the judicial incorporation cases



(    Miranda v. Arizona

(    Gideon v. Wainwright

(   Powell v. Alabama
(   Gitlow v. New York
(   Near v. Minnesota
(   DeJonge v. Oregon
( The First Amendment (Review all parts of the

   Amendment


( Speech



( Types of speech



(  Limitations on speech


             (   Texas v. Johnson
(   Chaplinsky v. New Hampshire

(   Schenk v. United States

( Religion



( Establishment Clause and the Lemon

   test

(  Free Exercise Clause and the free

    Exercise test

(   Lemon v. Kurtzman
(   Engle v. Vitale
(  Lynch v. Donnelly
(  Board of Ed. v. Mergens
( Review the trends and decisions

   relating to the First Amendment

( The Second Amendment


( Protects..


( Individual v. collective right


( Supreme Court’s interpretation

( Fourth Amendment


( Protects…


( What is a reasonable search?



( Katz v. United States
( What is the difference between a search and a

   seizure?


( Terry v. Ohio
· Specific exceptions to the warrants clause

· Exclusionary rule

· Exceptions to the exclusionary rule

(    Mapp v. Ohio
( Eighth Amendment


( Protects…

(  Supreme Court’s Interpretation

( Review the following issues as examples of Civil

   liberties impact on public policy formation:

( The debate over three-strikes laws

( The USA Patriot Act

( Drug-testing pregnant crack moms

( Prayer in school

Political Culture and Public Opinion

( Review notes and flashcards for Chapters 4 and 5

( Political culture:

( Review the elements of political culture:


( Liberty


( Equality


( Equal opportunity


( Democracy


( Civic Duty


( Individual responsibility

( What factors complicate American political

  culture:


( Historical


( Legal


( Trust of government


( Levels of tolerance


( Diversity

( Define public opinion

( Political Socialization:

( Definition

( Sources:

(Family

( Media

( Major Events

( Peers

( Education

( Cross-cutting cleavages:


 (  Definition

 (  Definition of a demographic group..

 (  Impact of the following on party affiliation,

     voting patterns, and ideological issues:



( Race

( Gender

( Region

( Age

( Religion


( Define the Gender-gap:


( Impact on voting, party preference, and issues

   it appears in 

( Catholic vote


( Review the factors that divide the Catholic

    vote

( Elite opinion v. public opinion


( Define each


( What are the major differences between the 

                two? 


( Impacts on the public policy process

( The polling process:


( Dos and don’ts for creating and administering

               public opinion polls and definitions of:



 ( Random sampling

 (  sampling error

 ( Sample size

 ( Fairness

 ( Answer range

 ( Loaded words

( Types of polls and when/how/why they are used:

( Exit polls

( Benchmark polls

( Push polls

( Tracking polls

( Bushfire polls

( Focus Groups

( Political spectrum (beliefs of each):


( Radicals


( Liberals


( Moderates


( Conservatives


( Libertarians


( Reactionaries

( Review the following issues as examples of public

     opinion’s impact on public policy formation:

( The Impeachment of President Clinton

( Clinton Health Care Plan 

Political Participation
(   Review notes and flashcards for Chapters 4 and 5

( Compare how the USA and the rest of the world

      determine their voter turnout rates

( Impediments and incentives for participation including:

· Political alienation

· Political efficacy

· Social Connectedness

· Civic responsibility

· Education level

( Forms of participation:

· Conventional 

· Unconventional:

( Review the demographic characteristics of who 

      Votes/participates and who does not (Consult Mr.

      Lesh’s Cross Cutting Cleavages Cheat sheet) 

· The Youth Vote

· Trends

· Factors that impact youth vote turnout

· Motor Voter Law:

· Requirements 

· Impacts

· Amendment’s impact on participation:

· 15th
· 19th
· 23rd
· 24th
· 26th 

· Hispanics:

· Trends in participation
· Review voter turnout trends in:

· Presidential primaries and general elections,

· Congressional and off year elections

· What are methods of encouraging participation

 that work (short term and long term)

( Review the following issues as examples of political

   participation’s impact on public policy formation:


( Motor Voter Act


( Restrictions on felons
Political Parties
· Review notes and flashcards for Chapter 7

· Review the roles played by political parties:

· Accountability

· Educate the Public

· Synthesize interests

· Recruit talent

· Organize the competition

· Simplify choices

· Organize/operate the government

· Nominate candidates

· Party organization:

· Role of the national, state, and local organizations

( Party’s before and after 1930:

· Political machines, patronage, spoils

· Factors leading to the decline in party power:

· Civil Service Laws

· Ticket-splitting

· Pollsters, advisors, fund-raisers, etc.

· Candidate centered campaigns

· Loss of patronage power

· Issue-orientated politics

· Technology

· Suburbanization

· Money

( Review the factors that encourages and impedes the

   development of two-party and multi-party systems,

    including:

· Single-member district plurality system

· Proportional representation

( Political coalitions, critical elections, realignments, and

   secular realignments:

· Definitions of each

· Party realignments (1896, 1932, 1968)

· Who was in each party’s coalition?

· Roosevelt Coalition definition

· Solid South definition and changes

· Reagan Democrats

· What demographic groups switched and why?

· Secular Realignments (1980, 1992, 1996)

· Who was in each party’s coalition?

· What demographic groups switched and why?
Interest Groups

( Review notes and flashcards for Chapter 9

( Definition of interest group

( Reasons people join interest groups:

· Solidarity

· Purposive

· Material 

(   The free rider problem
( Organization of an interest group:

· Political Action Committee

· Is it?

· What does it do?

· Lobbyists

· Who are they?

· What do they do?

· Public policy targets:

· Congress

· White House

· Bureaucratic offices

· Legislative Branch

· State government

· Citizens

· Media

( Strategies used:

· Inside 

· Lobbying Congress

· Testifying at hearings

· Writing/distributing briefs and reports

· Writing legislation

· Lobbying bureaucratic offices

· Amicus Briefs

· Sharing info

· Etc.

· Outside strategies 

· Membership drives

· Distributing pamphlets, flyers, magazines, etc.

· Making speeches

· Snail/e-mail campaigns

· Appearing as ‘experts” for TV interviews

· Direct mailing

· Sponsoring litigation (Class action and individual)

· Campaign for or against candidates

· Educate voters

· Raising money through PACs

· Protests/demonstrations/mass mobilization

· Radio and TV spots

· Polling

· Etc.

( Review the big seven interest groups (their focus,

   characteristics, methods, and public policy targets:


( American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)


( American Association for Retired Persons

                (AARP)


( National Association for the Advancement of 

   Colored People (NAACP)

( National Rifle Association (NRA)

( American Medical Association (AMA)

( Sierra Club
( National Organization for Women 
(  Regulating interest groups:

· Revolving door problem is…

· 1946 Federal Regulation of Lobbying Act

· 1978 Ethics in Government Act

· 1995 Lobbying Disclosure Act

( Review the following issues as examples of interest

   groups impact on public policy formation:

( The Clinton’s Health Care Reform Act 

The Media

( Review notes and flashcards for Chapter 10

· Media techniques

· What gets covered?

· Agenda setting

· Gate keeping
· Watchdog

( Parameters of Coverage:

( Framing

( Priming

( Techniques for coverage:

· CNN effect

· Setting expectations and reporting of expectations

· Scorekeeping

· Attributing momentum

· Horse race 

· Conflict over compromise

· Gotcha Journalism

· Sound bites

· Feeding frenzy

· Photo opportunities

· Graphics

· Catchy titles

 ( Rise of the adversarial press:

· Watergate and Vietnam’s impact on the media and political coverage

· Impact of competition

· Technology


( Corporate media/consolidation/concentrated

                Ownership

· Media coverage of elections:

· Trends

· Techniques

· Impacts

· Media coverage of the three branches of government:

· How do the media cover each branch?

· Techniques the branches employ to try to handle the media, including:

· Photo-ops

· Sound bites

· Media events

· Press secretaries

· “out with the trash”

· Press conferences

· Trial balloons

· Etc. 

· Limitations on the media:

· Fairness Doctrine

· Equal Time rule

· Right of Rebuttal Rule
· New York Times v. Sullivan

· New York Times v. US

( Media bias:

( Does it exist?

( Reporter's ideology vs. entire media outlet

( Impact of competition


( Review the following issues as examples of the

   media’s impact on public policy formation:

( Coverage of the War in Afghanistan and Iraq

( Coverage of the Clinton scandal

Elections

(   Review notes and flashcards for Chapter 8

· Primary elections:

· Types:

· Open

· Closed

· Blanket

· Run-off

· Changes in the primary elections since 1968:

· Invisible primary

· Frontloading

· Money

· Media coverage

· Impact on the Conventions

· Primary elections v. the general election

( Similarities and differences

( National nominating conventions

( Purpose

( Party Platform

( Delegate selection

(
Changes in the conventions

( Characteristics of pre-1968 party conventions

( Characteristics of post-1968 party

   conventions including:


( Changes in media coverage


( Fundraising

( Candidate centered nature

( Political Advertisements

( Why?

( Effects

( Campaign Finance Reform vs. the First 

Amendment:

· Issue Ads

· Soft Money 

· Hard money

· Matching Funds

· Issue Advocacy

· 527s

· Tillman Act

( Taft-Hartley Act

· 1974 Federal Election Campaign Act

( Buckley v. Valeo

      ( Specific decision

      ( Impact

( 2001 Bi-Partisan Campaign Finance Reform 
    Act

      ( Specific provisions

      ( Know the specific hard money limitations

( Voting in Presidential elections:

· Review the past 10 presidential elections:

· Candidates

· Issues

· Results

· Prospective or retrospective

· Mandate or not

(  Voting determinants:

      ( Party identification

· Candidates

· Issues

· Prospective voting

· Retrospective voting 

· Hot Button Issues vs. valence issues

· Coattail effect

( Mandates


( What is it and how do you get one?
( The Electoral College:
· How does it work?
· The Republican “L”
· Past 40 years of population shifts and impact on electoral map
· Problems/benefits
· Suggestions for reform including:
· Proportionality
· Direct election
Legislative Branch

( Review notes and flashcards for Chapter 11

( Trends regarding female and minority representation

   in Congress

( Congressional voting patterns:

( Trustee

( Delegate

( Politico 

( Incumbency and Congressional Elections:

( Trends in incumbency

· Benefits of being one:

· Franking privileges

· Case work

· “Running against Congress”

· Name recognition

(    PAC Money

· Tuesday-Thursday Club/the permanent 

                    campaign

(    Pork Barreling

       ( Arguments for and against Congressional Term

          Limits

       (  The Supreme Court’s view on term limits

(  Apportionment and Gerrymandering:

· Reapportionment:

· Who controls it?

· Why is it done?

· When is it done?

· How is it done?

· Gerrymandering is…

(   Marginal and safe districts

· Cracking and packing

· Supreme Court’s impact on apportionment:

· Baker v. Carr
· Reynolds v. Simms
· Wesberry v. Sanders 
· Racial Gerrymandering:

· Voting rights Act of 1965

· Examples of impediments to minority voting, including:

· Open (all White Primaries)

(   Poll taxes

(   Grandfather clause

(  Supreme Court’s interpretation:

(  Shaw v. Reno

(  Miller v. Johnson
(  How a Bill becomes a law and factors that impact it:

· Public opinion

· Media

· Interest groups

· Congressional procedures

· Political parties

· Constitution

· Federalism

· Elections

· Constituents

( Differences between the House and the Senate


( Check your Congress Lecture notes packet!

(    Role of Seniority

· Types of Committees:

· Select

· Standing

· Joint

· How to get onto committees

· What are the important committees?

· Leadership structure of the House and the Senate:

· Speaker of the House

· President Pro Tempore

· Majority and minority leaders

· Whips 

· Caucus leaders

· Trends in congressional staffing and the role of 

             Congressional staffers

(  Congressional vocabulary, including:

· Filibuster

· Markup session

· Double tracking

· Logrolling

· Hold

· Concurrent resolutions

· Rule

· Closed Rule

· Restricted Rule

· Open Rule

· Discharge Petition

· Unanimous Consent Agreement 

· Riders (germane and non-germane) 

· Cloture

· Simple resolutions 

· Concurrent Resolutions

· Multiple Referral 

· Sequential Referral 

· Joint resolutions

The Presidency

(  Review notes and flashcards for Chapter 12

(  The President’s powers/limitations:

· Constitutional powers

· Foreign policy powers
· Formal and informal
· Domestic powers
· Formal and Informal 
· Checks on presidential powers

· Factors that impact presidential success:

· Electoral mandates

· Public opinion

· Divided government

· Media coverage

· First or second term

( Presidential decision-making:

(  Circular v. pyramidal organization

· Roles of the:

· The White House Staff

· Executive Offices

·  Cabinet

( Inner v. Outer cabinets

     ( Why is proximity to the president important?

( Presidents and Public policy

      ( Review the tools used by the president, including:

( Agenda setting

( Coalition building



(  Personal relationships

· Impact of party
· Review all the methods used by the president to build/maintain a coalition 
( Image Building 
· Review all the methods used by the president to build/maintain a coalition 
( Procedural Maneuvers

( Review all the procedural maneuvers a president can use to impact public policy 

(  Expansion and contraction of Presidential powers:

(    Executive Agreements


( Case Act (1972)

(    Executive Orders

(    Executive Privilege


( U.S. v Nixon
               ( Clinton v. Jones
· Impoundment

· Budget Reform Act of 1974

· Line-item veto

( NY v. Clinton
· Pocket Veto

· War Powers Act (1973)

( Review the following issues as examples of the

    President’s impact on public policy formation:

( The Iraq War

Bureaucracy

( Review notes and flashcards for Chapter 13

( Bureaucracies:

· Location and trends in bureaucratic

      employment

· Demographic characteristics of bureaucratic

      employees

( Characteristics and abilities of a bureaucracy:

      ( Characteristics
· Chain of command

· Division of Labor

· Specialized workers

· Goal orientation

· Merit

· Formal and extensive rules

· Abilities

· Implementation

· Regulation

· Adjudication

(    Bureaucratic Pathologies

· Red Tape

· Conflict

· Duplication

· Imperialism

· Waste

(   Independent Regulatory Agencies

· Definition

· Examples

(   Government Corporations

· Definition

· Examples

( Iron Triangles and Issue Networks:

( Know how they work

( Examples 

( Difference between the two

(   Legislative Oversight of the bureaucracy

· How does it work?

· Why is it done?

· Review the options Congress has, including:

· Authorization

· Appropriation

· GAO Audit

· Increase/Decrease funding

· Change statutory authority

( Review the following issues as examples of the

    Bureaucracy’s impact on public policy formation:

( Endangered Species Act

( Listeria Meat Recall

( Homeland Security

( NASA/Mars Lander and oversight

Economic Policy

(  Review notes and flashcards for Chapter 

(   Fiscal Policy:

      (   Definition

· The budget process

· OMB v. CBO

· Sources of government revenue

· Spending

· Mandatory Spending

· Definition

· Examples

· Trends

· Social Security Trust Fund

· Medicare

· Medicaid

· Entitlements

· Discretionary spending

· Definition

· Examples

· Trends

· Pork

·  Debts, deficits, surpluses

· Definitions

· Trends

· Impacts

(  Attempts to Regulate the Budget Process:

( 1921 Budget and Accounting Act

· Congressional Budget and Impoundment Control Act of 1974

· Graham-Rudman-Hollings Act of 1985

· The Budget Enforcement Act of 1990

Judiciary

( Review notes and flashcards for Chapter 14

( Review the structure of the Federal court system

( The Supreme Court Nominating Process:

· Review the steps in the process, with special attention towards:

· The characteristics important when considering a nominee:

· Race, gender, ethnicity, religion, and region

· Views on legal issues

· Ideology

· Senatorial courtesy

· Past indiscretions

· Conformability
· Role of the Senate in nomination process

· Role of the White House Staff

· Vetting nominees

· Role of the American Bar Association

· Role of the media

· Review the Thomas and Bork Hearings as current examples

· “Borking”

( Judicial Opinion:

· Marbury v. Madison

· Stare Decisis

· Judicial Activism

· Judicial Restraint

· Judicial Restoration

( The Path to the Supreme Court

· Trends in case load of the court

· Trends in number of cases requesting a writ

· Original Jurisdiction

· Appellate Jurisdiction

(    Role of the Law Clerks

(    Writ of Certiorari (Rule of 4)

· Importance of Amicus Curiae Briefs

· Role of the Solicitor General

· Final decision:

· Majority Opinion

· Plurality Opinion

· Concurring Opinion

(    Dissenting Opinion

( Privacy:

( Where is privacy found in the Constitution?

· Court’s decisions and applicable cases:

( Griswold v. Connecticut



( Roe v. Wade



( Bowers v. Hardwick



( Cruzan v. Missouri
( Checks on the Supreme Court

( Review the following issues as examples of the

   Court’s impact on public policy formation:

( Privacy

Civil Rights

( Review notes and flashcards for Chapter 19

( Review the Civil Rights cheat sheet

( DeJure and De facto segregation


( Definitions and examples

( Suspect Classifications

( Racial Discrimination

(   Plessey v. Ferguson

· Brown v. Board of Education

· Civil Rights Act of 1964

· Provisions

· Impact

· Swann v. Charlottee-Mecklenburg Board of Education

( Affirmative Action   

( Bakke v. Board of Regents

( Trends in court’s rulings on Affirmative Action

(   Gender Discrimination

( Equal Pay Act

( Reed v. Reed

( Equal Rights Amendment

( Title IX

Essay Guesses: Please stress the word guess! I truly have no idea.

· Electoral college and reforms

· Changes in the Party Conventions

· Devolution-Congressional/Judicial or both

· Apportionment and gerrymandering

· Presidential decision making

· Rise of insider strategies and their use by Interest Groups

This checklist is to help verify that you have covered the items that have a tendency to show up on the AP exam.  DO NOT use this sheet as the “be all to end all” of study guides.  This is to check your knowledge of certain terms but cannot substitute for a comprehensive review of the course material.  


Study your chapter notes and flashcards, all class activities, notes, and homework; make flash cards for the amendments and court cases.  Use the AP review texts to brush up or for a change of pace, but do not make them your primary review tool. Also, take time to use the practice questions available for each chapter, and the other online review tools that are available.  If it helps, set up study groups with people you trust and work well with. 


Spread your studying out, relax, be confident and do well(.











