DFA School Council Meeting
Tuesday, April 29, 2025, at 4:00PM
Agenda
1. Highlights for the 2024-25 academic year
2. Ways to connect with community partners
3. Recruiting new members for next year
4. Questions, suggestions, and/or comments from faculty members and parents
5. Any additional business
· Zoom Link provided for virtual attendees
Meeting Minutes
Attendees Present:
In person: Renee Kelly (Principal), Liz Schow (Counselor), Donghang “DH” Zhang (Parent),  Jeremy Miller (Parent), Sunitha Zechariah (Parent)
On Zoom: Jimmy Bowers (Teacher), Latanya Jackson (Teacher), Laura Irwin (Community Leader), Meghan Lacock (Parent)


DFA Highlights for the 2024-25 academic year:
Dr. Kelly highlighted DFA’s achievements for this academic year:
· National Magnet School of Excellence at Nashville, TN
· National ASCA Chorale Award
· Symphonic Band Gold Award & Command Band performance at the concert
· Exciting math test scores for Middle School and High School 
· Excellent student performance at key  tests such as GA milestones testing 
· Numerous graduating seniors have received scholarships 
· Many activities at school now and in the future, reflecting the excellence of students and faculty
· A large number of students take AP exams next week, and some students have to take two AP exams on the same day due to College Board exam schedules
· Continued active fine arts activities - Art Show this Friday, May 2nd, Fine Arts Festival on Saturday, May 3rd and Gala Concert on Tuesday, May 6th. 
· DFA planning more international and domestic field trips to enhance student education
· Pompei, Italy – Middle school dance and visual arts
· Germany/Switzerland – STEM in Summer 2027
· Paris – Chorale – Spring 2027
· NYC Dance Trip
DFA Took Action Based on Feedback from School Council:
Ms. Schow discussed the implementation of a new initiative.
· Connected students with alumni/peers to learn about college and high school experiences
· DFA Alumni Panel from a variety of backgrounds connected with DFA Seniors for about two hours to discuss college experiences
· DFA Seniors met with 8th grade and 9th grade students to discuss how to navigate through high school. Future plan is to separate 8th grade from 9th grade since 8th graders are more interested in the high school experience while 9th graders are interested in the college experience.  
· New AP Computer Science course will be offered in the coming year to boost student readiness for college
· Council members discussed more ways, such as online forms, to keep DFA graduates staying engaged
Community Partners Connection
Dr. Zechariah discussed a potential partnership with AU College of Allied Health Sciences: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk197209569]Dr. Zechariah met with the Associate Deans, Drs. Stallings and Wakade of the Augusta University, College of Allied Health Sciences to discuss opportunities for potential partnership:
· AU has 14 programs – 8 undergraduate programs - Clinical Laboratory Sciences, Dental Hygiene, Health Information Administration, Health Services, Nuclear Medicine Technology, Radiation Therapy, Respiratory Therapy, and 6 graduate programs -  Medical Illustration, MHS-Clinical Laboratory Sciences, Nutrition, Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, Physician Assistant, and Speech Language Pathology
· AU is open to having students for summer internships, and it is possible to offer 1-3 weeks of internship, and the internship could be 3-4 days a week. Students will require paperwork clearance 
· Dr. Kelly suggested that Dr. Harold be the faculty sponsor for the program. Dr. Zechariah will reach out to Dr. Harold to start the discussion between AU and DFA.
· Another opportunity identified is their current CAHS Field Trip Tour for High school students. This may be coordinated through the Science Club and the Research class with Dr. Harold. 
· AU CAHS would like a 30-minute session to present the programs available. Ms. Schow will assist in coordinating this session. 

· DFA requested the council’s help in identifying businesses to partner:
· Monetary donations or supplies
· Volunteer time
· Support magnet theme
· Tutoring and help with academic projects

· DFA Titan Take Off 
· Titan Take Off is for new parents and new students. 
· Mr. Jeremy from School Council will host a table and Dr. Zhang will assist. 
Recruiting new members for next year
· A blurb to be posted on DFA website to recruit new members
· Dr. Zhang, Mr. Jeremy, Dr. Zechariah all agreed to continue in the council.  

Meeting adjourned at 5:00 pm
