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Monday: Introduction to Articulation
**Learning Objective:** Students will understand what articulation is and identify the articulators used in speech production.
**Activities:**
- Bell Ringer: Say your name slowly and notice what parts of your mouth move.
- Mini-Lesson: Define articulation and review the main articulators (tongue, lips, teeth, palate, jaw).
- Activity: Mirror exercise—students repeat words while watching mouth movements.
- Check for Understanding: Students label articulators on a simple diagram handout.
- Closer: Name one articulator and describe what it does.
**Materials Needed:** Diagram of mouth/articulators, mirrors, projector

Tuesday: Practicing Clear Consonants
**Learning Objective:** Students will improve clarity by emphasizing consonant endings and crisp pronunciation.
**Activities:**
- Bell Ringer: Rapid-fire consonant warm-up (repeat D, T, P, K, S, Z, etc.).
- Mini-Lesson: Explain why strong consonants improve audience comprehension.
- Activity: Tongue twister challenge focusing on consonant endings (e.g., ‘Peter Piper picked...’).
- Group Practice: Students practice short sentences emphasizing final consonants.
- Closer: Share one phrase where you noticed a big difference in clarity.
**Materials Needed:** Tongue twister list, printed sentences for practice

Wednesday: Vowel Clarity and Resonance
**Learning Objective:** Students will learn to form clear, open vowel sounds that carry well in performance.
**Activities:**
- Bell Ringer: Say A-E-I-O-U in slow motion—what changes in your mouth shape?
- Mini-Lesson: Discuss vowel shaping and how resonance supports tone clarity.
- Practice: Speak lines exaggerating vowels, then normalize while keeping clarity.
- Check for Understanding: Students pair up and coach each other on vowel clarity.
- Closer: Write down one vowel sound you tend to blur or rush and how you’ll fix it.
**Materials Needed:** Mirror, short reading passages, vowel chart

Thursday: Annotating for Articulation
**Learning Objective:** Students will annotate a paragraph to plan for articulation and phrasing before reading aloud.
**Activities:**
- Bell Ringer: Read a sentence quickly and sloppily, then slowly and clearly—what changed?
- Mini-Lesson: Model how to annotate a paragraph (mark pauses, emphasize endings, underline tricky words).
- Activity: Students annotate their assigned paragraph for articulation and pacing.
- Practice: Rehearse annotated paragraph with a partner, focusing on clarity and rhythm.
- Closer: What kind of markings help you most when preparing to read aloud?
**Materials Needed:** Printed paragraphs, pencils/highlighters, sample annotated text

Friday: Articulation Assessment: Reading Aloud
**Learning Objective:** Students will demonstrate precise articulation and pacing by reading an annotated paragraph aloud.
**Activities:**
- Bell Ringer: Final tongue twister warm-up (‘Unique New York,’ ‘She sells seashells’).
- Mini-Lesson: Review articulation checklist (consonants, vowels, pacing, clarity).
- Assessment: Each student performs their annotated paragraph aloud for the class or in small groups.
- Peer Feedback: Listeners complete rubric focusing on articulation and pacing.
- Closer: Self-reflection—Which part of your articulation improved most this week?
**Materials Needed:** Articulation rubric, annotated paragraphs, mirrors or recordings

