Westside High School – Weekly Lesson Plan (Week-at-a-Glance)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Teacher: Brandi Colon
Course: Symphonic Band (3rd Period)
Week of: November 10–14, 2025
Unit Focus: Holiday Concert Preparation – Holiday Flute Cake, Sleigh Ride, The Joyful Rose of Winter
Georgia Standards of Excellence – Band (GSE):
· MHSB.PR.1 – Perform with accuracy, expression, and technical skill.
· MHSB.PR.2 – Read and interpret standard notation.
· MHSB.RE.1 – Evaluate musical performances using correct terminology.
Assessment: Performance rubrics, daily playing checks, peer feedback, reflection logs.

✅ WEEK AT A GLANCE — DETAILED LESSON PLAN TABLE
	Day
	Learning Target (LT)
	Activation of Learning (5 min)
	Focused Instruction – I DO (10 min)
	Guided Instruction – WE DO (10 min)
	Collaborative Learning – Y’ALL DO (10 min)
	Independent Learning – YOU DO (10 min)
	Closing (5 min)

	Monday – Tone, Articulation & Balance (All Three Tunes)
	LT: I can play my parts from Holiday Flute Cake, Sleigh Ride, and The Joyful Rose of Winter with accurate tone, articulation, and balance within the ensemble.
	Quick Write (Literacy Strategy): “What does ensemble responsibility mean, and how do YOU contribute to it?”
	Director models passages in each piece demonstrating tone shaping (Joyful Rose), articulation (Sleigh Ride), and small-ensemble balance (Flute Cake).
	Ensemble plays each selection focusing on director-modeled techniques; students echo articulations and phrasing.
	Sectionals (High-Impact Strategy): Flutes & featured instruments rehearse Holiday Flute Cake; remaining sections rehearse rhythm/ accompaniment for Sleigh Ride & Joyful Rose.
	Students rehearse their most challenging 4–8 measures from each piece with metronome; write tempo goal.
	Exit Ticket: “One measure I will improve by Wednesday is ___.”

	Wednesday – Rhythm & Precision (All Three Tunes)
	LT: I can maintain precise rhythm and subdivision across all three selections.
	Rhythm Flash Drill: Students clap/tap subdivisions taken from all three pieces.
	Director models rhythmic breakdown of difficult passages (triplets in Joyful Rose, staccato patterns in Sleigh Ride, duet entrances in Flute Cake).
	Reciprocal Teaching (Literacy Strategy): Students pair, teaching their partner how to count/perform one difficult measure from any piece.
	Trios Rotation (High-Impact Strategy): Students rehearse in trios (melody, harmony, percussion) rotating which piece they work on.
	Individual practice: students rehearse assigned passages and self-record 20–30 seconds for feedback.
	3-2-1 Reflection: 3 improvements, 2 challenges, 1 measure to master tomorrow.

	Thursday – Musicianship, Expression & Interpretation (All Three Tunes)
	LT: I can perform expressively using phrasing, dynamics, and tone shaping.
	Error Analysis (High-Impact Strategy): Play a recording from yesterday; students identify where tone or dynamics collapsed.
	Director models emotional phrasing and musical expression: vibrato/tone warmth (Joyful Rose), energized articulation (Sleigh Ride), blend (Flute Cake).
	Ensemble rehearses musical moments—not just notes: dynamic shaping, phrase tapering, breath planning.
	Gallery Walk (High-Impact Strategy): Small groups perform 8–12 measures from ONE piece at a station; peers leave feedback slips.
	Students apply feedback to their part and write dynamic markings/phrase arrows into their music.
	One-Minute Summary: “The most expressive change I made today was…”

	Friday – Full Performance Rehearsal & Evaluation (All Three Tunes)
	LT: I can perform all three pieces with ensemble precision, musical expression, and concert etiquette.
	Socratic Seminar (Higher-Order Thinking + Literacy): Discussion prompt: “Which matters more in concert performance: accuracy or expression?” Students justify using evidence.
	Director models final performance expectations (cue watching, silent rehearsal protocol, stage presence).
	Ensemble runs full concert sequence: Flute Cake → Joyful Rose → Sleigh Ride (run–stop–fix).
	Peer Evaluation (High-Impact Strategy): Students assess another section using a performance rubric (tone, blend, articulation, dynamics).
	Students complete self-reflection rubric and set weekend practice plan (1 goal per piece).
	Revisit LT: Students rate mastery 1–4 for each piece and turn in rubric + goal sheet.



✔ High-Impact Strategies Used (documented for walkthroughs)
	Strategy
	Where Used
	Category

	Quick Write
	Monday Activation
	Literacy

	Reciprocal Teaching
	Wednesday Guided
	Literacy / Peer Coaching

	Error Analysis
	Thursday Activation
	Higher Order Thinking

	Gallery Walk
	Thursday Collaborative
	Peer Feedback / Analysis

	Socratic Seminar
	Friday Activation
	Higher Order Thinking / Debate

	Peer Evaluation Rubrics
	Friday Collaborative
	Evaluation / Reflection
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