Westside High School – Weekly Lesson Plan (Week-at-a-Glance)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Teacher: Brandi Colon
Course: Percussion Ensemble
Week of: November 10–14, 2025
Unit Focus: Scales (Concert F, Bb, Eb) & Paradiddle Technique
Standard Focus (GA Standards of Excellence – Band/Percussion)
· MHSB.PR.1: Perform with accuracy, expression, and technical skill.
· MHSB.PR.2: Read and notate music using standard notation.
· MHSB.RE.1: Analyze and evaluate musical performance.
Assessment: Daily technique checks, peer feedback, Friday performance evaluation.

✅ WEEKLY LESSON PLAN TABLE
	Day
	Learning Target (LT)
	Activation of Learning (5 min)
	Focused Instruction – I DO (10 min)
	Guided Instruction – WE DO (10 min)
	Collaborative Learning – Y’ALL DO (10 min)
	Independent Learning – YOU DO (10 min)
	Closing (5 min)

	Monday – Concert F Scale + Paradiddle Basics
	LT: I can perform the Concert F scale on mallets and play a paradiddle with correct sticking.
	Quick Write (Literacy Strategy): “Why do percussionists need both mallet and stick technique?”
	Director models Concert F scale (2 octaves where possible) and paradiddle sticking (RLRR LRLL) on pad and mallets. Think-aloud: wrist motion vs. arm motion.
	Whole ensemble plays F scale in unison at slow tempo, counting aloud; then plays paradiddles together using metronome.
	Peer Feedback (High Impact Strategy): Partners watch each other’s sticking for accuracy; offer one “glow” and one “grow.”
	Students practice paradiddles and F scale individually with tempo goal (+4 BPM every 2 reps).
	Exit Ticket: Students write personal tempo goal for Wednesday.

	Wednesday – Concert Bb Scale + Paradiddle Variations
	LT: I can perform the Concert Bb scale and apply paradiddles to different rhythmic patterns.
	Do Now Listening: Students listen to paradiddle application in drumline audio; identify where accents occur.
	Director models Bb scale and paradiddle accents (accent on first stroke only → moving accents).
	Reciprocal Teaching (Literacy Strategy): Students teach partner one mallet passage or paradiddle pattern—shift roles.
	Small Group Breakdown: Students rotate between mallet station and snare station—groups coach one another.
	Students complete 8-measure exercise combining scale + paradiddle pattern (written on board).
	3-2-1 Reflection: 3 things learned, 2 things improved, 1 question remaining.

	Thursday – Concert Eb Scale + Paradiddle Speed & Control
	LT: I can perform the Concert Eb scale and paradiddles at increasing tempos while maintaining correct technique.
	Error Analysis (High-Impact Strategy): Students watch short video of paradiddle errors; identify incorrect sticking or tension.
	Director models hand symmetry, rebound control, and mallet accuracy for Eb scale.
	Ensemble plays Eb scale slow ➝ medium ➝ performance tempo. Then, paradiddle “pyramid” (quarter ➝ eighth ➝ sixteenth).
	Section Challenge: Groups race to maintain paradiddles for 30 sec without breakdown (accuracy over speed).
	Students practice Eb + paradiddle variation independently at chosen tempo.
	One-Minute Summary: “The biggest improvement I made today was…”

	Friday – Scale/Paradiddle Application & Performance Check
	LT: I can demonstrate mastery of scales and paradiddles in an evaluated performance.
	Socratic Seminar (Higher-Order Thinking): Topic – “Which matters more to a percussionist: speed or control?” Defend with evidence.
	Director models performance expectations: posture, prep stroke, sticks/mallets ready before count-off.
	Guided full-ensemble cycle: F → Bb → Eb → paradiddle + accents. Director pauses to correct balance and pulse.
	Performance Showcase (High-Impact Strategy): Students perform individually or in small groups; peers use rubric for evaluation.
	Students complete self-reflection on rubric—circle mastery level (1–4) for scales and paradiddles.
	Revisit LT: Students record their tempo improvement and set goal for next week.



✔ Strategy Documentation (for walkthrough checklists)
	Day
	High-Impact Strategy Used
	Instructional Focus

	Monday
	Quick Write + Peer Feedback
	Literacy + Analysis

	Wednesday
	Reciprocal Teaching
	Peer Instruction + Communication

	Thursday
	Error Analysis
	Higher-Order Thinking

	Friday
	Socratic Seminar + Performance Evaluation
	Debate + Evaluation
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